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Bunia, DR Congo 

A US journalist 
kidnapped last week 

by a militia group in DR 
Congo was found safe 
early yesterday, officials 
said, as another source 
said five people had been 
killed in clashes.Lisa 
Dupuy and 11 wardens 
working for the Okapi 
Wildlife Reserve (RFO) -- 
a vast conservation park in 
northeastern DR Congo -- 
were abducted on Friday by 
the Mai-Mai Simba militia 
group,  officials said.

Kidnapped US journalist 
in DR Congo found safe

PM orders to 
implement
infra projects

DT News Network 
news@dt.bh
 
Manama

Prime Minister HRH 
Prince Khalifa bin 

Salman Al Khalifa has 
ordered to implement a series 
of infrastructure projects 
including construction of 
a new flyover between the 
two main highways in the 
country. The directives came 
while the Premier received 
Works, Municipalities 
Affairs and Urban Planning 
Minister Essam Khalaf at the 
Gudaibiya Palace yesterday.

The Premier gave 
instructions to begin the 
implementation of several 
projects, including the 
second phase of the Jasra 
Interchange Project, which 
will ease traffic from Manama 
to Janabiya, Budaiya and 
other towns and villages. 

HRH Prime Minister 
also gave directives to put 
the long-term care centre 
for chronic diseases in 

Muharraq to tender, and 
to revamp the old market 
in Muharraq by building a 
number of traditionally-
designed commercial shops 
with integrated services at 
the site of burnt souq.

Minister Khalaf updated 
HRH Prime Minister on the 
progress of roads and infra 
projects being implemented 
in the Kingdom. 

HRH Premier was 
informed about the second 
phase of the Jasra Interchange 
Development Project 
aiming to ensure smooth 
traffic towards all directions 
through the removal of the 
existing traffic lights.  

HRH Premier was briefed 
about the Old Muharraq 
Souq’s revamp project, 
including a traditionally-
designed building covering 
3255 square metres. 
Containing 31 commercial 
outlets, the project work will 
commence on August 1, and 
last until December 16, 2018.

      (Continued on Page 2 )

A new flyover will soon 
be built between the 

two main highways in the 
Kingdom as instructed 
by the Premier HRH 
Prince Khalifa bin Salman 
Al Khalifa. The Premier 
ordered the construction of 
a direct bridge connecting 
the intersection of Shaikh 
Khalifa bin Salman Highway 
to Shaikh Isa bin Salman 
Highway to facilitate traffic 
for those heading from 
Manama to Isa Town and 
other region, instead of the 
current exit to Isa Town 

from the Shaikh Khalifa bin 
Salman Highway.

The Premier was briefed 
by Works, Municipalities 
Affairs Minister Essam Khalaf 
about the development of 
the intersection between the 
Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman 
Highway and the Shaikh Isa 
Highway, which includes 
a two-lane bridge that leads 
the traffic coming from the 
north of the Shaikh Khalifa 
bin Salman Highway 
directly to the east of the 
Shaikh Isa bin Salman  
Highway.

Flyover to come up 
on main highway

DT News Network 
news@dt.bh
 
Manama

Shura Council members 
yesterday passed the 

draft-law, attached to Decree 
36/2017, on the general state 
budget for the two fiscal years 

2017 and 2018.
The majority of council 

members voted for a report 
issued by the Economic and 
Financial Affairs Committee.

In consistence with the 
decision of the House of 
Representatives, the report 
included 9 matters agreed 

upon between the Legislative 
Authority and the Government.

This includes pumping BD20 
million into the State Treasury by 
Mumtalakat Holding Company, 
increasing pensioners’ bonuses 
to BD250 million, increasing 
the living cost allowances to 
BD233 million, increasing 

the social security amount to 
BD40.4 million, increasing the 
social fund to BD36.8 million, 
increasing the rent allowance 
to BD114 million.

It also includes increasing 
the amount allocated to the 
House of Representatives 
and Shura Council to BD21 

million and BD19.1 million, 
respectively, in addition to 
reducing financial support to 
Gulf Air to BD60 million.

The council’s decision came 
a week after a similar decision 
was taken by the House of 
Representatives to pass the 
draft-law. 

Shura Council passes State Budget bill 

HRH Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa with 
Minister Essam Khalaf at Gudaibiya Palace yesterday
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DT News Network
Manama

Prime Minister HRH 
Prince Khalifa bin Salman 

Al Khalifa has expressed full 
confidence in the ability of 
the leaders of the countries 
of the region to safeguard its 
security and stability, and to 
address the challenges it is 
facing, as well as terrorism 
which is aimed at subverting 
the security and stability of its 
peoples.

HRH Premier warned that 
terrorism is development’s 
first enemy and major 
challenge facing it, stressing 
that Bahrain enhances its 

development process and 
counters terrorism.

The Prime Minister 
emphasised that all countries 
should rally together in 
combating terrorism, calling 
for taking firm stances against 
terrorism and its funding, 
as the best means to protect 
countries’ capabilities and 
achievements.

HRH Premier lauded the 
patriotic stances expressed 
by the Bahraini people, 
praising the role played by the 
national press in enlightening 
the public opinion, voicing 
pride in its commendable 
responsible stances aiming 

to ensure the kingdom’s 
interests.

The Prime Minister was 
speaking as he received, at the 
Gudaibiya Palace yesterday, 
Royal Family members, and 
senior state officials, as well 
as intellectual and cultural 
figures, businessmen and 
citizens, with whom he 
tackled a number of domestic 
and international issues.

HRH the Prime Minister 
asserted that the government 
will continue following up 
on development projects, 
stressing that challenges will 
never affect the government’s 
resolve to honour its 

commitment to providing the 
best services for the citizens 
and ensuring decent living for 
them.

Prince Khalifa affirmed 
that the urban boom and the 
advanced real estate projects 
witnessed by the kingdom 
reflect the determination 
of the government and 
the people to overcome all 
challenges in order to ensure 
that Bahrain always remains 
prosperous and a progress 
role model.

HRH Premier expressed 
pride in the Bahraini citizens’ 
keenness on protecting their 
country’s security and stability 

in the midst of the events 
and developments currently 
shaking the region, stressing 
the importance of adhering to 
national unity and cohesion 
among members of society, 
as the best means to maintain 
the nation’s gains.

HRH the Prime Minister 
lauded the role played by 
journalist and columnists 
to foster patriotic feelings 
through their in-depth and 
rational ideas and articles, 
as well as their enlightened 
visions that are aware of 
various challenges.

The Bahraini Press has been 
and will remain a platform to 

enlighten the public opinion 
and encourage it to contribute 
more to efforts to maintain the 
nation’s security and stability, 
in addition to its “vital” role 
in highlighting the citizens’ 
concerns, HRH Premier said.

Those present lauded HRH 
Premier’s Majlis, noting that 
it reflects the outstanding 
leadership-people cohesion 
and interaction.

They also praised the Prime 
Minister’s directives, and 
keenness to interact with the 
citizens and respond to the 
remarks they make, which, 
they said, proves his interest 
in Bahrainis’ daily life issues.

DT News Network
Manama

Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Regulatory Authority 

(TRA) has issued a new 
regulation on critical 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
infrastructure (CTI) risk 
management.

The new regulation follows 
a preliminary study conducted 
in 2015 where it assessed the 
security risks posed on CTI, 
highlighting the extent of the 
potential negative effect these 
security risks could possibly 
have on the prosperity and 
economic well-being of the 
Kingdom, TRA said. 

CTI is essential to the 
maintenance of vital societal 
functions related to health, 
safety, national security, 
economic or social well-being 
of people, and the disruption 
or destruction of which would 
have a significant impact. 

The study also highlighted 
the importance of conducting 

security risk assessments on 
such infrastructures to ensure 
the continued operation of 
telecommunication services.

“This is a major step 
forward for Bahrain as no such 
legislation existed previously 
in the Kingdom, or even the 
region,” said TRA’s Director of 
Cyber Security, Dr. Khalid bin 
Duaij Al Khalifa. 

“With this regulatory 
measure, we can evaluate and 
determine how key telecoms 
infrastructure measures up 

against international cyber 
security best practices and 
address any gaps, in addition to 
ensuring that service providers 
of public telecommunications 
networks take reasonable steps 
to mitigate the rising cyber-
risks associated with the 
use of telecommunications 
devices and services. It’s vital 
to Bahrain’s continuity that 
all participants in the sector 
remain prepared to detect and 
respond to cyber incidents and 
breaches swiftly and effectively, 
and this regulation will enable 
us to facilitate cooperation 
between and amongst licensees 
with all relevant authorities,” 
he added.

The TRA intends to work 
with licensees to make sure 
telecom infrastructure 
is safeguarded and that 
business continuity and 
disaster recovery plans are 
put into place. TRA also aims 
to maintain the essential 
telecommunications services in 

the face of threats, by imposing 
a minimum set of obligations 
on key telecommunications 
infrastructure owners and 
service providers. These 
obligations will introduce 
the necessary resilience and 
emergency planning measures 
required to mitigate the risks 
posed by the rising cyber threats 
critical telecommunications 
networks face on a daily basis.

In addition, TRA will 
establish procedures for the 
reporting of data breaches to 
the Authority. This regulation 
and the work involved will 
assist in the implementation 
of the Fourth National 
Telecommunications Plan 
(NTP4) as part of the TRA’s 
preparedness to manage 
the Security of National 
Electronic Communications 
Networks and Services in 
Bahrain to insure that its 
critical telecommunication 
infrastructures are as secure 
and resilient as possible.

TRA issues regulation on critical 
telecom infrastructure risks

Dr Khalid bin Duaij

PM: Leaders 
capable of 
safeguarding 
security 
of region Prime Minister HRH Prince 

Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa

From Page 1

HRH Premier was also 
given details about 

the Health Ministry’s long-
term care centre for chronic 
diseases in Muharraq, which 
is part of a medical centres’ 
complex, built on the land 
of the Muharraq Maternity 
Hospital. The complex also 
contains a maternity hospital 
and a centre for patients with 
multiple sclerosis, in addition 
to the existing elderly care 
centre.

Funded by the Saudi 
Fund for Development, the 
BD13.87 million facility will 
be put to tender by the end of 
August, and the construction 
will commence in March 
2018. HRH Premier stressed 
the need to expedite the 
implementation of the projects 
as per highest quality levels to 
meet the citizens’ needs.

HRH Premier highlighted 
the government’s keenness on 
implementing development 
projects across the Kingdom to 

upgrade the infrastructure in 
the health, education, housing 
and traffic sectors to ensure 
comfort for the citizens and 
facilitate their life affairs.

HRH Prime Minister 
commended the efforts exerted 
by the Works, Municipalities 
Affairs and Urban Planning 
Ministry to implement various 
government and service 
projects, in light of its highly 
qualified and distinguished 
national competencies.

Works, Municipalities 
Affairs and Urban Planning 
Minister extended deepest 
thanks and appreciation to 
HRH the Prime Minister for 
his sound directives aiming at 
achieving good for the nation 
and the citizens.

He asserted the Ministry’s 
keenness on implementing 
development and service 
projects that meet the citizens’ 
aspirations for a robust 
infrastructure that is capable 
of coping with the population 
and urban growth.

PM orders to implement 
infrastructure projects
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DT News Network 
news@dt.bh

Manama

Two youngsters were thrown 
behind bars recently for 

stealing and burning an elderly 
man’s car in Sitra.

The case was reviewed 
yesterday by the Fourth 
High Criminal Court, which 
adjourned it to October 16.

The youngsters informed 
the investigators that they stole 
the vehicle so that they could 
perform stunts with it and that 

they burnt it after they crashed 
it into a pile of sand.

According to court files, 
the owner of the vehicle is 
a 90-years-old Bahraini. He 
notified the police that his 
vehicle was stolen from near 
Sitra Secondary Girls’ School 

and that he found it burnt 
in an abandoned land in the 
same area.

The culprits said in the 
interrogation that they set 
fire to the backseat of the 
car before fleeing the scene. 
Reports confirmed that 70 per 

cent of the car was destroyed 
by the flames.

The Public Prosecution 
accused both of them of 
arson, endangering lives and 
properties and using the 
vehicle against the owner’s 
well.

DT News Network
news@dt.bh

Manama

Police yesterday arrested a 
man involved in a robbery 

in a couple of mosques in 
Budaiya town in the Northern 
G o v e r n o r a t e . N o r t h e r n 
Governorate Police General 
Director Colonel Abdulla Al 
Jairan confirmed in a statement 
here yesterday that the man was 
suspected of stealing money 
and valuable items from two 
mosques in Budaiya. Col. Al 
Jairan said that investigations 
were launched shortly after 
the first case was  reported, 
in which the police discovered 
that the suspect was involved 
in another mosque robbery. 
“The robbed items included 
money and a computer. Legal 
proceedings are being taken 
to refer the case to Public 
Prosecution,” the official said.

Mosque 
robbery: 
Man 
arrested

Two jailed 
for stealing
car to do 
stunts
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PM praises royal keenness 
to develop judicial system
DT News Network
Manama

His Royal Highness Prime 
Minister Prince Khalifa 

bin Salman Al Khalifa has 
praised the good reputation of 
the Bahraini judiciary and its 
impartiality at the GCC, Arab 
and international level. 

HRH Prime Minister 
said ensuring justice and 
sovereignty of the law is the goal 
in Bahrain under the leadership 
of His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa. HRH Prime 
Minister commended the royal 
keenness to develop the judicial 
system in Bahrain and boost 
autonomy of the judiciary by 
adopting ambitious strategies 
to modernise the judicial 
branch and boost national 
competencies.

HRH the Prime Minister 
was speaking as he received 
at Gudaibiya Palace 
yesterday President of the 
Cassation Court and Deputy 
Chairman of the Supreme 
Judicial Council Chancellor 
Abdullah bin Hassan Al 

Buainin, Cassation Court 
Undersecretary Chancellor 
Masuma Abdelrasoul Isa, 
President of the Legislation and 
Legal Opinion Commission 
Chancellor Nawaf Abdullah 
Hamza and Vice President 
of the Legislation and Legal 

Opinion Commission 
Chancellor Mohammed 
Ahmed Meqbel on the 
occasion of their appointment 
to their new posts. HRH the 
Premier congratulated them 
on the royal trust to continue 
their role in serving the 

nation, praising their wealth of 
experience and competence in 
the judicial field and wishing 
them every success in assuming 
their national responsibilities. 
He hailed the achievements of 
the judicial branch in boosting 
justice and the rule of law 

which represented the main 
guarantee to fostering security 
and stability and fast-tracking 
development.

The President of the 
Cassation Court and Deputy 
Chairman of the Supreme 
Judicial Council Chancellor, 
the Cassation Court 
Undersecretary, the President 
and Vice President of the 
Legislation and Legal Opinion 
Commission expressed thanks 
and gratitude to HRH the 
Premier for his support to 
national competencies, praising 
the ongoing development of 
the judicial field in Bahrain 
to further promote its role 
in protecting rights and 
freedom and contributing to 
the kingdom’s comprehensive 
development march.

Bahrain’s human rights 
strides emphasized

DT News Network
Manama

His Royal Highness Prime 
Minister Prince Khalifa 

bin Salman Al Khalifa has 
stressed that Bahrain has 
ensured all constitutional and 
judicial guarantees to protect 
human rights and freedom out 
of an unflinching belief that 
they are an inherent part of 
its Islam-based culture and 
identity.

Lauding Bahrain’s strides 
in the field of human rights 
that guarantee equal rights 
for all to dignity, security and 
welfare, HRH Premier praised 
the climate of freedom and 
openness in Bahrain, which 
is the dividend of continuous 
national effort to boost and 
protect human rights. HRH the 
Prime Minister was speaking 
as he received at Gudaibiya 
Palace yesterday President of 

the National Institution for 
Human Rights (NIHR) Said 
Al Fihani and members of the 
Council of Commissioners on 
the occasion of the issuance of 
the Royal Decree appointing 
them to the institution’s new 
Council of Commissioners. 

HRH the Prime 
Minister affirmed that 
protecting human rights is a 
comprehensive approach on 
which development is based in 
Bahrain. He described security 
and stability as the cornerstone 
of social development, stressing 
that the right to live in a secure 
environment is an essential 
human right. HRH the Premier 
congratulated NIHR’s Council 
of Commissioners, President 
and members on the royal trust 
to continue the institution’s 
march in promoting human 
rights in Bahrain, wishing 
them every success. He praised 

the role of the institution in 
dealing responsibly with the 
human rights issues in Bahrain 
and mapping out policies to 
bolster them and promote the 
culture of respecting human 
rights.

NIHR President thanked 
HRH the Prime Minister for 
his directives and support, 
commending his vision of the 
need for integration between 
the efforts of the Kingdom, 
the international community 
as well as government 
and non-government 
organisations to boost human 
rights achievements, being 
a joint responsibility.  HRH 
the Premier also stressed 
Bahrain’s honourable human 
rights record, thanks to the 
leadership’s wise vision of 
respecting human rights 
according to international 
standards.

Citizens’ needs discussed
DT News Network
Manama

Electricity and Water 
Affairs Minister Dr. 

Abdulhussain Mirza received 
Muharraq Municipal Council 
Chairman Mohammed 
Abdullah Al-Sinan along 
with several other council 
members, in the presence of 
officials of the Electricity and 
Water Authority (EWA) and 
the Sustainable Energy Unit.

The two sides discussed 
members’ requests and 
reviewed the future plan of 
the Sustainable Energy Unit. 
The two sides said that the 
support enabled the EWA 
to achieve a lot and asserted 
they were keen to continue 
the process and implement 
further development plans.” 

The Minister thanked 
the wise leadership for their 
care and support for EWA 
projects and the municipal 
councils to provide the 
best services to citizens and 
residents.

During the meeting, the 
Minister and the Sustainable 
Energy Unit team gave a 
presentation on the unit, its 

objectives, plans, regulations 
and legislation. The National 
Energy Efficiency Action 
Plan (NEEAP) and the 
National Renewable Energy 
Plan (NREAP), prepared 
by the unit, were reviewed. 
During the meeting, citizens’ 
comments on electricity and 
water services were conveyed 
to the minister and officials.

The setting up of the 
unit was approved by the 
Council of Ministers and 
signed in November 2014 
by the Government of the 
Bahrain, represented by 
the EWA, and the United 
Nations Development 
Program (UNDP). The 
agreement was signed by the 
Electricity and Water Affairs 

Minister and the UNDP 
Bahrain representative. The 
unit aims to boost the use of 
renewable energy and raise 
the efficiency of energy use 
in Bahrain.

The municipal councilors 
thanked the minister and 
officials on their support 
while the minister praised the 
efforts of the president and 
members of the Municipal 
Council to ensure they meet 
citizens’ needs. The meeting 
was attended by EWA 
Executive Vice President of 
Distribution and Customer 
Services, Adnan Fakhro, 
Sustainable Energy Unit 
Executive Director Jehan 
Al Murbati and minister’s 
adviser Dr. Ahmed Hashim.

During the meeting, Minister 
Dr. Abdulhussain Mirza  and the 

Sustainable Energy Unit team 
gave a presentation on the unit, its 
objectives, plans, regulations and 

legislation

Prime Minister HRH Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa with members of the Cassation Court at Gudaibiya Palace yesterday

Prime Minister HRH Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa with NIHR President

Electricity and Water Affairs Minister Dr. Abdulhussain Mirza with Muharraq Municipal 
Council Chairman Mohammed Abdullah Al-Sinan and members
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Companies not  yet 
prepared for VAT, 
rollout, says survey
Mohammed Zafran/DTNN
zafran@dt.bh

Manama

Companies in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 

(GCC) are still not prepared for 
the implementation of Value 
Added Tax (VAT), according 
to a survey conducted by the 
Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants (ACCA) 
and Thomson Reuters. 

 The report, ‘Are GCC 
businesses equipped for VAT?’, 
examined the readiness of 
GCC companies to adapt to 
VAT. The results showed that 
there was a “significant lack 
of preparation and awareness”, 
ACCA stated. VAT will be 
implemented in Bahrain, Saudi 
Arabia, UAE and Qatar in early 
2018

The results were 
underwhelming as only 11 

per cent of respondents have 
understood the impact that 
VAT implementation could 
have on their company. 

Forty nine per cent of the 
respondents said that they 
have not begun their impact 
assessment. 

Thirty-eight per cent said 
they “lack in-house resources”, 
while 44 per cent said that they 
have limited resources. When 
asked if they have made any 
provisions for VAT in 2017, 88 
per cent said ‘no’. Only 29 per 
cent of the companies surveyed 
said that they have IT systems 
in place while 18 per cent said 

they were “partially ready”. 
Head of taxation at ACCA, 

Chas Roy-Chowdhury said: 
“The lack of preparation is a 
concern; companies should be 
using the pre-implementation 
period wisely to understand 
compliance, legal obligations 
and the financial risk associated 
with VAT,” he said. “While the 
overwhelming majority realise 
it will affect their business, only 
a minority have a clear plan of 
how to effectively manage such 
a significant fiscal reform,” he 
said.

Pierre Arman, Market 
development lead for tax 

and accounting at Thomson 
Reuters, said: “Not being 
sufficiently prepared to 
manage VAT by 2018 could 
see organisations exposing 
themselves to the risk of 
compliance failures, as 
any tax legislation always 
carries penalties and other 
enforcement measures,” he 
said.  

“The introduction of VAT is 
positive change for this region 
as it will create a new source of 
stable revenue for governments 
while having the least negative 
impact on regional economies,” 
he added.

Preventive steps 
sought to end 
worker suicides
Harpreet Kaur 
reporter@dt.bh

As more and more suicide 
cases are reported among 

expats recently, preventive 
measures are being sought to 
protect workers from taking 
to such extreme steps. Since 
March, DT News alone reported 
seven suicide cases where expat 
workers ended their lives at 
their residences. 

“There seems to have been a 
few reported lately in the Press 
but I can’t really say much 
on the issue as it has always 
been very difficult to assess,” 
Migrant Worker Protection 
Society Chairperson Marietta 
Das said. 

“It is very hard to track 
whether any worker has 
suicidal tendencies and as far 
as my experience in ICRF is 
concerned, I have noticed that 
most of the labourers end their 
lives for financial reasons,” 
Bhagwan Asarpota, Chairman 
of ICRF said.

“Most of the workers send 
money home to their families 
and if their sponsors don’t pay 
them on time or hold on to 
passports, a helpless situation 
is created which force them to 

commit suicides,” he said.
“Suicide are not discussed 

in the Kingdom among the 
labourers. So we definitely 
need helpline and awareness 
programmes to prevent people 
from such acts,” he said.

 “It is also high time we 
put a system in place to tackle 
issues like these as it is difficult 
to track the number of expats 
who end their lives or for 
that matter to take preventive 
measures so that expats don’t 
have to resort to suicides,” he 
said. Asarpota have requested 
workers to contact ICRF or 
embassies before resorting to 
any extreme steps. Perhaps 
ICRF or embassies could help 
them get out of the problem 
they are facing.

55pc rise in ePayment 
transactions in 2016
DT News Network
Manama

The number of online 
transactions has shown 

an increase of 55 per cent in 
2016, an increase of 32 per 
cent in value terms at BD46 
million, data released by 
Information and eGovernment 
Authority (iGA) said yesterday.  
The data took into account 
e-payment transactions on 
the national portal (Bahrain.
bh), eGovernment Apps 
Store (Bahrain.bh/apps), and 
eKiosks.

The rise in epayment 
transactions follows iGA’s 
continuous efforts to 
implement its strategy 
on online payments and 
eTransformation in phases to 
suit the needs of the public and 
employ the best technology. 

The method of paying fees 
of government services online 
is a step in the right direction. 
The Authority has succeeded 
in providing faster and easier 
epayment services while 
ensuring security and privacy 
of users. 648,000 epayment 
transactions were conducted 
via Bahrain with a total amount 
of up to BD43 million in 2016, 

according to data. Several 
payment services via the portal 
achieved an increase in the 
number of transactions and 
payments such as the services 
request for ebirth certificates, 
passport renewal etc. Such rise 
is due to the enhancements 
of the services and the impact 
of change management in 
achieving eTransformation 
within government services. 
Payments have also been raised 
via the Sijilat services due to 
the continuous collaboration 
amongst the authority together 
with the Ministry of Industry, 
Commerce and Tourism. 
The total number of visits to 
services available on the portal 
has exceeded 3.4 million visits 
– some of these services include 
the Pre-Employment Health 
Check-up appointments for 
foreign employees, Payment of 
Criminal Orders, Travel Ban 
and Passport Renewal.

During the same period, 
more than 51,000 payment 
transactions were conducted 
online via applications available 
in the Bahrain eGovernment 
Apps Store for nearly BD3 
million which is equivalent to 
three times the amounts paid 

through the apps during 2015.
 Downloading apps have also 

increased by 6 per cent - most 
of which were for the apps 
Student Exam Results, followed 
by the Traffic Services and 
Electricity and Water Services. 
The total number of mobile 
applications by beneficiaries 
reached approximately 4.5 
million users – an increase 
that reaches about 21 per cent 
compared to 2015. The list of 
the most frequently utilized 
apps was topped by the Gov 
Employee app, Student Exam 
Results app and the Traffic 
Services app due to the services 
of interest to a large segment of 
the public.

In regards to the eKiosk, 
which have had developed 
features of payment services 
since the launch of the 
revamped eKiosks in May 
2016, more than 6,000 
payment transactions have 
been conducted through 
it – with a total amount of 
nearly BD83,000. Majority 
of the transactions were 
for  services like Request for 
eBirth Certificates and the 
service Issue Copies of Student 
Certificates 
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Trump losing public support: poll

German fighter jets help Korean 
plane make emergency landing

One dead as blackouts grip 
Chilean capital after rare snowfall

Washington

Public support for 
President Donald Trump 

is dropping, a poll showed 
yesterday, as he faces multiple 
setbacks over his stalled 
agenda and efforts to repeal 
and replace Obamacare.

Nearly six months since he 
took office, Trump is facing a 
declining approval rating that 
has dropped from 42 per cent 
in April to 36pc, according 
to a Washington Post-ABC 
News poll of 1,001 adults. 
Similarly, his disapproval 
rating has jumped five points 

to 58pc.
A total of 48pc of 

respondents said they 
“disapprove strongly” of the 
president’s performance in 
office -- a low threshold never 
reached by ex-presidents Bill 
Clinton and Barack Obama, 
both Democrats, and only 
reached once by George W. 
Bush, during his second term.

And 48 percent also see 
American global leadership 
weakening since Trump 
entered the White House, 
while 27 percent said it is 
stronger.

Berlin

Two German air force 
jets were deployed late 

Saturday to escort and help 
a Korean plane land in 
Stuttgart after it lost contact 
with air traffic controllers.

The Korean Air plane 
with around 200 people was 
flying from Seoul to Zurich 
when communication with 
controllers in southwest 
Germany broke down.

The fighters were sent and 

escorted the plane to Stuttgart 
without incident.

Passengers had to spend 
the night on camp beds in the 
terminal before being driven 
to Zurich in buses yesterday.

Saturday’s interception was 
the second in two days for the 
German air force. On Friday, 
two pilots were sent to help 
an Egyptian plane but the 
communications problems 
were fixed before the fighters 
arrived.

Santiago

One person died and tens 
of thousands were left in 

the dark and shivering in the 
southern hemisphere winter 
following a rare snowfall in 
the Chilean capital Santiago 
on Saturday.

A worker died trying to 
clear ice, while two people 
were injured when they were 
electrocuted by a fallen power 
line, city officials told local 

media.
Children however were 

delighted by the weather, 
and many headed outdoors 
to hurl snowballs and build 
snowmen.

The Office of National 
Emergency (ONEMI) said 
in the morning that some 
250,000 customers were left 
without power in Santiago 
following the heaviest 
snowstorm since 2007.

Kuwait City

French Foreign Minister 
Jean-Yves Le Drian held 

talks with top officials in 
Kuwait yesterday in a bid to 
bolster the emirate’s attempts 
to mediate in the Gulf crisis. 

Le Drian met with Kuwaiti 
emir Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah and Kuwait’s 
foreign minister, state news 
agency KUNA said, for talks 
on the regional rift. 

He said on Saturday that 
Paris wants to assist Kuwait-
led mediation on the crisis 
between Qatar and four other 

Arab states after holding talks 
in Doha and Jeddah.

Le Drian stopped in Qatar 
at the start of a Gulf tour 
aimed at helping defuse the 
crisis.

He later flew to Jeddah for 
talks with Saudi officials.

“France should be a 
facilitator in the mediation” 
led by Kuwait, Le Drian 
told reporters after talks 
with his Qatari counterpart 
Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al-Thani.

Le Drian reiterated the 
same statement in Jeddah.

“France is very concerned 
by the sudden deterioration 
in relations between Qatar 
and many of its neighbours,” 
he said in Doha where he also 
met the emir, Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al-Thani.

“France is talking to all 
these countries to help in 
the search for a solution,” 
he said, calling for “dialogue 
and calm” between the Arab 
states concerned.

Le Drian arrived in 
the region after a four-
day mediation mission by 
US Secretary of State Rex 

Tillerson ended on Thursday 
with no announcement of 
progress towards defusing 
mounting tensions in the 
Gulf.

Qatar’s foreign minister 
welcomed France’s support 
for mediation aimed at 
finding a solution “based on 
constructive dialogue... and 
respect of state sovereignty 
and international law”.

“We look forward to 
France’s support of the 
Kuwaiti mediation and 
American efforts,” he  
said. (AFP)

French FM in Kuwait 
for Gulf crisis talks

Tehran

Iranian media have hailed trailblazing Iran-born 
mathematician Maryam Mirzakhani following 

her death from cancer, with her image blazoned 
across newspaper front pages yesterday. 

In some cases newspapers even broke with 
tradition and portrayed Mirzakhani without 
her hair covered by a hijab -- mandatory for 
women in public since the Islamic republic’s 1979 
revolution.

Mirzakhani, the first woman to win the coveted 
Fields Medal, died aged 40 on Saturday in a US 
hospital after the breast cancer she had been 
battling for four years spread to her bone marrow. 

Mirzakhani was born and studied in Iran before 
leaving to pursue her career in the United States. 

When she won the Fields Medal --  the 
equivalent of the Nobel Prize for mathematics -- 
in 2014, newspapers used every means possible to 
avoid showing her hair, including publishing old 
images of her in Iran with covered hair or drawing 
her picture with an improvised head scarf.

Some criticised the move then and yesterday 
many chose to publish Mirzakhani’s picture 
without a hijab -- perhaps easier to justify for 
authorities after her death.

Iran mourns trail-blazing 
female mathematician

A youngster runs at a park after a snowfall in Santiago

The front pages of Iranian newspapers bearing portraits of the top female sci-
entist Maryam Mirzakhani

The Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah (R), meeting with French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian at Bayan 
Palace in Kuwait City
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Israeli bill 
seeks to 
safeguard 
control of 
Jerusalem

Jerusalem

Israel reopened an ultra-
sensitive holy site Sunday 

closed after an attack that killed 
two policemen, but Muslim 
worshippers were refusing 
to enter due to new security 
measures including metal 
detectors and cameras.

Crowds chanted “Allahu 
Akbar” (God is Greatest) as 
a number of initial visitors 
entered Jerusalem’s Haram 
al-Sharif compound, known 
to Jews as the Temple  
Mount.

The flashpoint holy site 

includes the Al-Aqsa mosque 
and the Dome of the Rock.

Calls to prayer rang out 
from Al-Aqsa, but dozens 
of Muslim worshippers held 
midday prayers outside the site 
in protest at the new security 
measures.

Around 150 people gathered 
outside for prayers later in the 
afternoon. Police said some 200 
people entered the compound.

“We reject the changes 
imposed by the Israeli 
government,” Sheikh Omar 
Kiswani, Al-Aqsa director, told 
reporters outside.

“We will not enter through 
these metal detectors.”

Some women wailed and 
cried while telling people not 
to enter.

Waheeb Liftawi, 52, prayed 
inside Al-Aqsa at midday 
without knowing of the calls 
to remain outside. During 
prayers later in the afternoon, 
he prayed outside.

“These things should not 
be put in front of a place of 
worship, a mosque,” he said.

“This is why we refuse this 
or this will become the status 
quo.” (AFP)

Israel reopens holy site, but Muslims refuse to enter

Erdogan threatens to 
‘chop off traitors’ heads’ Jerusalem

Israeli ministers gave initial 
approval Sunday to a bill 

aimed at making it more 
difficult for the government 
to hand the Palestinians 
parts of Jerusalem as part of 
a future peace deal.

The bill, proposed by 
Shuli Moalem-Refaeli of 
the far-right Jewish Home, 
determines that any ceding 
of lands considered by Israel 
to be part of Jerusalem would 
necessitate a two-thirds 
majority vote in parliament.

Members of the ministerial 
committee for legislation 
approved the bill ahead of 
a series of discussions and 
votes in parliament.

Tehran

The younger brother 
of Iranian President 

Hassan Rouhani, Hossein 
Fereydoun, has been arrested 
on financial crime charges, 
the judiciary said yesterday.

“Multiple investigations 
have been conducted 
regarding this person, also 
other people have been 
investigated, some of whom 
are in jail,” deputy judiciary 
chief Gholamhossein 
Mohseni Ejeie said in a 
televised press conference.

“Yesterday, bail was issued 
for him but because he failed 
to secure it he was referred 
to prison,” Ejeie said, adding 
that he would be released if 
he secures bail, pending trial.

Palestinian Muslim worshippers, who refuse to enter Al-Aqsa mosque compound due to 
new security measures by Israeli authorities which include metal detectors and cameras, 
pray near a main entrance to the religious site

Iran 
president’s 
brother 
arrested on 
financial 
crime charges

Istanbul

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan on 

Saturday threatened to “chop 
off the heads” of traitors, in 
a speech marking the first 
anniversary of the failed coup 
bid that aimed to oust him 
from power.

“First of all we will chop 
off the heads of those 
traitors,” Erdogan told a 
rally in Istanbul, prompting 
cries from the crowds that 
capital punishment should be 
restored in Turkey. 

Reaffirming previous 
comments, he vowed to sign 
any bill passed by parliament 
to restore capital punishment 
in Turkey, a move that would 
effectively end Ankara’s 
European Union membership 
ambitions.

“We are a state governed by 
rule of law. If it comes to me 
after parliament, I will sign 

it,” he said.
Erdogan also said the 

suspects being tried on 
suspicion of involvement in 
the failed coup should wear 
uniform clothing like the 

notorious orange jumpsuits 
used at US military prison at 
Guantanamo Bay.

“I spoke to the prime 
minister and... when they 
appear in court, let’s make 

them appear in uniform suits 
like in Guantanamo,” Erdogan 
said.

A controversy erupted last 
week when one suspect was 
seen going into court with the 

word “hero” in large letters in 
English on a T-shirt.

Erdogan was speaking to 
hundreds of thousands of 
supporters gathered at the 
bridge over the Bosphorus 
that saw some of the fiercest 
fighting on the night of the 
July 15, 2016 attempted coup.

“We paid a price ... but 
there is no price for the 
independence and future we 
obtained in return for that 
sacrifice,” he said, referring to 
the deaths of 249 people at the 
hands of the plotters.

He meanwhile lashed out 
at claims from the opposition 
that the government had 
foreknowledge of the coup 
and let it play out to its own 
advantage in a so-called 
“controlled” putsch. “This is a 
shame, this is an immorality,” 
Erdogan said. “This is a 
disrespect, an insult to our 
people,” he added. (AFP)

Mr President? Erdogan voice message 
surprises Turkey’s mobile users
Istanbul

When making a social 
phone call, you don’t 

expect to hear the voice of the 
head of state.

But mobile phone users in 
Turkey were surprised to hear 
a voice message by President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan when 
placing a call around midnight 
on the anniversary of the 
failed July 15 coup.

After dialling a number, 
instead of hearing a dialtone 
users heard a voice message 
from Erdogan congratulating 
them on the national holiday 
of “democracy and unity” that 
marks the coup’s defeat.

Only after Erdogan’s 
message did the dialtone 
begin.

“As president, I send 
congratulations on the July 15 
National Day of Democracy 
and Unity and wish the 
martyrs mercy and the heroes 
(of the defeat of the coup) 
health and wellbeing,” said the 
message read by Erdogan.

The message could be heard 
on Turkey’s largest network 
Turkcell. The Hurriyet daily 
said it was also heard on the 
Vodafone network.

“People who wanted to 
chat on the telephone got 
an Erdogan surprise...” said 

Hurriyet.
Turkcell had already sent 

text messages to clients 

promising them a free extra 
gigabyte of data from July 15 
in celebration of the coup’s 

defeat.
Users had in the wake of 

the coup bid received text 
messages from Erdogan. But 
this is believed to be the first 
time a voice message has been 
employed. 

“Enough now... you even 
get it on the phone... how can 
there be such an insult, it’s 
like a nightmare,” opposition 
lawmaker Aykut Erdogdu 
wrote on Twitter.

Also just after midnight 
salah prayers from victims of 
the coup bid rang out from 
minarets of 90,000 mosques 
across Turkey, state media 
said. (AFP)

Crowds waving as Turkey’s President Recep 
Tayipp Erdogan speaks a ceremony site on “July 
15 Martyrs Bridge” (Bosphorus Bridge) in Istanbul

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan speaking 
at sunrise during the open-
ing ceremony of the ‘July 
15 Martyrs’ Monument’ at 
the Presidential Complex 
in Ankara
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London 

Chairman of Lulu Group 
Yusuff Ali MA received 

this year’s Queen’s Award 
for his contribution towards 
boosting international trade.

Lord Lieutenant John 
Crabtree, the Queen’s special 
representative, handed over 
the award to Yusuff Ali during 
a glittering ceremony held 
at the Birmingham Council 
House.

 Later in the day Queen 
Elizabeth hosted a royal 
reception for the winners 
at Buckingham Palace 
and had close interaction 
with the chosen few award  
winners.

The Queen’s Award 
is announced every year 
on the birthday of Queen 
Elizabeth and is awarded for 
meritorious contribution 
in the fields of innovation, 
international trade and 
employment generation 
which results in tangible 
growth of UK’s economy. The 
award ceremony was attended 
by Anne Underwood, Lord 
Mayor of Birmingham, 
Christine Hamilton, Under 
Secretary of Trade Ministry, 
Khalid Mehmood, MP 
and a host of prominent 
businessmen and trade 
officials. 

Elaborating about the 
Award, John Crabtree said, “Y 
International UK Pvt Ltd. part 

of Lulu Group, has played a 
tremendous role in further 
boosting UK’s position as an 
investor friendly destination. 
They have not only opened up 
a huge market for the British 
products worldwide through 
their operations here but also 
have contributed significantly 
in providing job and training 
opportunities.”

During his acceptance 

speech Yusuff Ali said: “I 
am extremely honoured 
and proud to receive 
the prestigious Queen’s 
Award this year. This great 
recognition will surely help 
us further strengthen our 
plans to expand business 
interests in UK and continue 
with our innovations and 
contributions to the dynamic 
economy of UK. The fact that 

we have grown and expanded 
our operations in such a short 
span of time is a testament 
of the pro-development 
economic policies of UK and 
we are fully committed to 
playing our role in further 
boosting the trade while 
focusing on key aspects such 
as highest quality, human 
resources and excellent 
corporate governance.”

Y International UK Pvt 
Ltd, with its huge state-
of- the-art operations in 
Birmingham, sources and 
exports a wide range of 
world-class food products 
to over 136 hypermarkets 
and supermarkets of Lulu 
Group across the ME, 
Africa, India and Far East  
countries. 

The group which has 

already invested close to 
US$550 million till now 
in the UK including The 
East India Company and 
London Scotland Yard, will 
be investing another US$ 
52 million in setting up an 
advanced food processing 
zone in Birmingham, the 
work for which will begin 
next month, informed Yusuff 
Ali.

prestigious Queen’s Award
Yusuff Ali receives UK’s

Yusuff Ali MA, CMD of Lulu Group, interacting with Queen Elizabeth during the Royal reception hosted for the Queen’s 
Award 2017 winners, at the Buckingham Palace

“The fact that we have 
grown and expanded 
our operations in such 
a short span of time is 
a testament of the pro-
development econom-
ic policies of UK and 
we are fully committed 
to playing our role in 
further boosting the 
trade while focusing 
on key aspects such 
as highest quality, 
human resources and 
excellent corporate 
governance.”

 -  Yusuff Ali MA

The University of California, Berkeley, has been awarded 21.6 million U.S. dollars over four years to create a “window” into 
the brain that can help monitor and activate thousands to millions of individual neurons using light. 
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Manama

Alba has announced the promotion of Faeq Abdulrahim as 
Manager Strategic Supply & Planning. Faeq Abdulrahim 

joined Alba in July 2011 as a Business 
Unit Controller with the Financial 
Accounting and Controlling 
Department. He was appointed 
as Head of Supply of Major Raw 
Materials in June 2016 followed by 
acting Manager of Strategic Supply 
and Planning in December 2016.

Kuwait City

Kuwait seeks to more than double its electric power 
production by 2030 under its grand development plan, 

the official news agency KUNA 
reported.  Currently, Kuwait has 
seven power plants producing 
about 15,000 megawatts of 
electricity, but it aims to increase 
the power production to 32,000 
megawatts by 2030 under the 
Kuwait 2035 plan, the report said. 

Martin Schulz

Faeq is Alba supply, planning manager Kuwait seeks to double power production “ Germany is a great country. But 
Germany can do more. If we do 
not invest heavily in research and 
development, in electric vehicles 
and energy-
saving production 
processes, we’ll fall 
behind,”

German SPD leader

Running a home-based business comes with 
many benefits, like flexibility, the ability 
to create your own schedule and even tax 
breaks. These benefits are hard to beat, but 
it can be difficult to grow your home-based 
business.

Running a business out of 
your home doesn’t mean 
your home is an ideal loca-
tion. It might be, but you 
might need to adjust. Think 
about your current living 
space and compare it with 
the business model you have 
in mind. If you need to be 
able to meet with customers 
or employees, can you com-
fortably make that happen in 
your home? Are you easy to 
find? Do you have adequate 
parking?

Once you’re sure your home 
is ready for business, it’s time 
to focus in on your actual 
office space. First, be sure 
you have a dedicated area 
that’s appropriate for doing 
business. Your home may 
be equipped with an office. 
If not, consider portion-
ing off a specific area of a 
larger room, turning a large 
closet into an office or even 
weatherproofing to convert 
a garage into your dream 
office.

You may be dreaming about the flexibility you’ll soon 
have at your fingertips, but if your business is going 
to be profitable, it will require work. create a schedule, 
mark it on your calendar and share it with your family 
and friends. Understanding that you’re actually working, 
even though you’re at home, is beneficial for everyone.

Running a business out of your home comes with many 
tax benefits. However, there are still penalties for failing 
to comply with tax laws and failing to report proper 
income levels. To avoid this, consider investing in com-
prehensive tax software from the beginning stages of 
your business to keep your books straight, or start work-
ing with a tax accountant.

When you work from an actual office space, it’s easy to 
leave work at work. You may think about it after hours, 
but everything you need to do your job is at the office. 
When you work from home, it’s much easier to blur that 
line. Remember that you have a set schedule.

When you work from home, you likely spend most 
of your time on your own. This can lead to negative 
emotional and psychological consequences, especially 
for entrepreneurs who thrive on being out and around 
others.  (personalbrandingblog)

DT News Network
Manama

Khaleeji Commercial 
Bank (KHCB), one 

of the leading Islamic 
banks in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, has announced the 
signing of a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) 
with Takaful International 
Insurance Company. 

The bank’s employees and 
their first degree relatives will 

benefit from special offers 
and preferential rates on a 
number of insurance services 
offered by the company.

The agreement coincides 
with the bank’s keenness to 
provide its employees and 
their families with benefits, 
creating an ideal working 
environment which reflects 
positively on the level and 
quality of the products 
and services provided 

by the Bank to its valued  
customers. 

Among the services 
covered by the MoU are 
motor Comprehensive 
Policies, Baitek Home Cover, 
Flat Takaful Cover, Domestic 
Servant Cover, Travel 
Takaful and Haj/Omra 
Cover. Bank employees will 
also benefit from the priority 
service in completing their 
transactions.

KHCB signs MoU 
with Takaful

Signing of the agreement

CBB Governer with the BIBF students
DT News Network
Manama

The Central Bank of 
Bahrain Governor Rasheed 

Mohammed Al Maraj met 
eight students of the Bahrain 
Institute of Banking and 
Finance (BIBF) who achieved 
top honours in the BIBF’s 
Bangor University Bachelor 
examinations.

The three awards for 
the top performance in the 

examinations went to Bahraini 
students who studied for the 
first part of their degree at the 
BIBF and spent the final year at 
Bangor University’s campus in 
the United Kingdom. 

A total of eight students 
from the BIBF graduated 
from Bangor University with 
First Class honours and they 
are: Noor Altajer; Reem Al 
Mandeel; Fareema Hasan; 
Maryam Abdulla; Meriam 

AlMohsen; Abdulla Al 
Shamlan; Fatema Haider; and 
Abdulla Mohammed.

Commenting on this 
success, the Governor, said, 
“The students of the BIBF 
have always made us proud 
in achieving academic 
excellence on international 
level. Achieving this great 
success reflects the capability 
and quality of our young 
generation. 

BIBF students achieve top honours in UK exam
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COUNTRY/CURRENCIES SELLBUY

Rates are for indication purpose only. For firm rates or for currencies not listed above please 
call Bahrain Financing Company. Telephone: 17228888, Website: www.bfc.com.bh

COUNTRY 1 US DLR 1 UK STG 1 SFR 100 YEN

BAHRAIN 0.3770 #REF! 0.3908 0.3341

KUWAIT 0.2855 32.2187 0.2959 0.2530

OMAN 0.3849 0.3713 0.3990 0.3411

QATAR 3.6420 3.5134 3.7753 3.2273

UAE 3.6730 3.5433 3.8074 3.2548

SAUDI 3.7500 3.6176 3.8872 3.3230

AUSTRALIA 0.3044 0.3008
BANGLADESH 0.00497 0.00467
CANADA 0.3060 0.3018
DENMARK 0.0612 
EGYPT 0.0234 0.0217
EURO 0.4423 0.4381
HONGKONG 0.04983 0.04943
INDIA  0.00599 0.00590
INDONESIA 0.00003074 0.00002897
IRAN TUMAN 0.000323 
IRAQI DINAR 0.000304 
JAPAN 0.00351 0.003440
JORDAN 0.5350 0.5351
KOREA 0.00038453 
KUWAIT 1.249 1.249
MALAYSIA 0.0907 0.0902
NEW ZEALAND 0.2836 0.2822
NORWAY 0.0481 
NEPAL 0.00384 0.00367
OMAN 0.97962 0.98327
PAKISTAN 0.00370 0.00359
PHILIPPINES 0.00776 0.00747
QATAR 0.10381 0.10376
SAUDI ARABIA 0.10058 0.10066
SINGAPORE 0.2797 0.2777
SOUTH AFRICA 0.03030 0.03020
SRI LANKA 0.00270 0.00246
SWEDISH 0.0484 
SWITZERLAND 0.4022 0.3974
SYRIA 0.001740 0.0018
TAIWAN 0.012700 
THAILAND 0.011360 0.011360
TURKEY 0.1133 
UNITED KINGDOM 0.5052 0.5004
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 0.102810 0.102810
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 0.37780 0.37800
YUAN 0.056800 0.056800

Batelco Expat Segment Head, 
Mohd Yahya (L); Batelco 
Senior Manager Marketing 
& Communication, Abdulla 
Abuidrees (C-L); and Batelco  
Direct Sales Channels 
Operations & Development 
Manager, Mohd Abdulaal (R) 
met with HH Shaikh Khalid bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa Media Office 
Chief of Foreign Media & Events, 
Mohamed Mashalla Mohamed 
(C-R) who is a representative 
of the organising team for the 
Annual Khalid Bin Hamad Futsal 
Leagues at Batelco Hamala 
Headquarters. Batelco has 
announced its support of the 
5th Khalid Bin Hamad Youth 
Centres Futsal League and the 
2nd Khalid bin Hamad People 
with Disabilities Futsal League, 
which will take place from 
July 24 to August 23 at Khalifa 
Sports City, under the slogan 
of ‘Meeting of Generations’. 
Batelco will be the exclusive tel-
ecom partner for the event. 

Dubai

Stock markets in the Gulf 
were mixed yesterday with 

the global uptrend in equities 
pushing Dubai’s index up 
to test technical resistance 
but weak corporate earnings 
hurting Oman.

The Dubai index gained 
1.0 per cent in modest trading 
volume to close on its April 
peak of 3,573 points. Eight 
of the 10 most heavily traded 
stocks rose, with the most 
active, Union Properties, 
edging up 0.3pc.

Abu Dhabi added 0.2pc 
as Ajman Bank gained 2.6pc 
despite reporting a moderate 
fall in second-quarter net 
profit. Its operating income 
actually rose slightly.

The Saudi index climbed 
0.5pc in a broad-based rally. 
Banque Saudi Fransi added 
1.4pc and a few second- and 
third-tier stocks surged in 
unusually heavy trade; Saudi 

Printing and Packaging 
soared 8.5pc.

Qatar’s index fell 1.3pc 
with Qatar National Bank, the 
biggest lender, falling by the 
same margin. The bank had 
surged 4.2pc on Thursday 
after it reported a 3.6pc 
increase in its second-quarter 
profits earlier in the week.

Exchange data showed 
foreign investors’ buying 
and selling of Qatari stocks 
roughly balanced on 
Sunday while non-Qatari 
Gulf investors were almost 
inactive, though they were 
sellers on a net basis. Some 
Gulf funds fear sanctions 
imposed by neighbouring 
Arab states could eventually 
force them to pull out of the 
country entirely.

Oman dropped 1.1pc as 
a string of weak earnings 
showed the strain that low 
oil prices and government 
austerity measures have 

placed on the economy.
Raysut Cement slipped 

0.8pc after reporting that 
first-half net profit shrank by 
nearly two-thirds from a year 
earlier, with turnover also 
dropping.

Oman Telecommunications 
sank 3.3pc after reporting a 

39pc fall in first-half profit, 
with revenue stagnant.

Bank Dhofar lost 3.2pc 
after first-half consolidated 
net profit shrank 13pc, and 
National Gas plunged 8.0pc 
in very thin trade after it said 
first-half profit more than 
halved. (Reuters)

Region 
mixed; 
Dubai tests 
chart barrier

Closing Bell
Saudi Arabia gained 0.5pc to 7,349 points.

Dubai rose 1.0pc to 3,573 points.

Abu Dhabi edged up 0.1pc to 4,524 points.

Qatar dropped 1.3pc to 9,344 points.

Egypt edged down 0.05pc to 13,816 points.

Kuwait rose 0.3pc to 6,809 points.

Bahrain fell 0.3pc to 1,314 points.

Oman dropped 1.1pc to 5,064 points.

Representational image
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Los Angeles

Marvel brought thousands 
of fans to their feet on 

Saturday as it assembled a 
stellar panel of superheroes 
to preview “Avengers: 
Infinity War” at Disney’s D23 
convention.

The movie, which comes 
out next year, unites the 
characters from all 16 films 
of the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe -- and most of the 
actors who play them took the 
stage at the star-studded fan 
event in Anaheim, southern 
California.   

The packed 7,000-capacity 
convention hall cheered as 
Josh Brolin, Robert Downey 
Jr., Chris Hemsworth, Mark 
Ruffalo, Don Cheadle and 
Benedict Cumberbatch were 
introduced one by one.

Tom Holland, Benicio 
del Toro, Elizabeth Olsen, 
Paul Bettany, Anthony 
Mackie, Karen Gillan, Dave 
Bautista, Pom Klementieff 
and Chadwick Boseman and 

co-director Joe Russo were 
also part of the star-studded 
panel. 

“I’ve got to admit, these 
guys have not been together 
on stage for a long time, and 
even I find myself geeking 
out,” said Marvel Studios chief 
Kevin Feige before introducing 
world-first “Infinity Wars” 
teaser footage. 

The movie opens in May 
2018 -- the 10th anniversary of 
the US release of the original 
Marvel Cinematic Universe 
movie, “Iron Man.”

“It’s funny to think Kevin 
and I figured all of this out 
at Randy’s Donuts shooting 
‘Iron Man 2,’” quipped 
Downey, who plays the titular 
superhero.

The panel was part of a 
presentation of the next two 
years of live-action movies 
from Disney, which owns 
Marvel and Lucasfilm.

‘Unexpected elements’
Lucasfilm’s “Star Wars” 

panel has become one of the 
most talked-about panels at 
the biennial D23.

But here were no new 
announcements or footage 
this time around. 

The 2018 Han Solo spin-off 
movie, which fired directors 
Phil Lord and Christopher 
Miller in favour of Oscar-
winning Ron Howard last 
month, was largely glossed 
over, with no cast appearances 
or footage. 

But Rian Johnson, who 
directed the forthcoming 
eighth instalment of the 
main series, “The Last Jedi,” 
delighted fans by introducing 
much of the cast, including 
Mark Hamill, Daisy Ridley, 
John Boyega and Gwendoline 
Christie.

Johnson introduced a 
behind-the-scenes featurette 
and interviewed the cast on 
their experiences filming 
in Pinewood Studios, near 
London, and on Ireland’s west 
coast.

“When I read the 
script there were so many 
unexpected elements, which 
is great in a ‘Star Wars’ film,” 
said Hamill, who came on last 
to a rapt standing ovation.

“It’s getting harder and 
harder to bring new things 
to the table and this is a real 
game changer.”

Another highlight was 
a section offering news and 
footage from the studio’s 
upcoming animation to live-
action slate, including remakes 
of “The Lion King,” Mulan,” 
“Aladdin” and “Dumbo.”

The crowd was on its feet 
again after seeing a stunning 
first clip from “The Lion 
King,” climaxing in the 
iconic moment when Rafiki 
introduces newborn Simba to 
the animals of the savannah.

‘Respectful’ 
“This is a story that belongs 

to everyone who grew up 
with the original film,” said 
Jon Favreau, who directed the 

movie, due to hit theatres in 
July 2019.

“I wanted to demonstrate 
that we could be respectful 
of the source material 
while bringing it to life 
using new techniques and  
technologies.”

Disney announced 
newcomer Mena Massoud 
in the titular role for Guy 
Ritchie’s “Aladdin,” which 
reboots the 1992 animated 
classic, and Will Smith as the 
genie.

Disney also revealed that 
production is underway for 
the live-action reimagining 
of its 1941 animated classic 
“Dumbo,” slated for release in 
March 2019.

The movie is being directed 
by Tim Burton (“Alice in 
Wonderland,” “Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory”) and 
stars Colin Farrell, Michael 
Keaton, Danny DeVito, Eva 
Green. 

Burton, who is starting 
production in England, 

addressed the D23 crowd 
via a video clip in which he 
described “Dumbo” as “one 
of my favourite of the Disney 
movies.”

Disney also showcased 
“Nutcracker and the Four 
Realms,” starring Misty 
Copeland, and “A Wrinkle 
in Time,” an epic adventure 
directed by Ava DuVernay 
and starring Oprah Winfrey, 
Reese Witherspoon, Mindy 
Kaling, Chris Pine and 
debutante Storm Reid, all of 
whom appeared onstage.

British actress Emily Blunt 
talked about playing the 
practically-perfect nanny 
in “Mary Poppins Returns,” 
a sequel to the iconic 1964 
original that hits theatres 
on December 25 next  
year. 

“I needed to try to pay 
homage to Julie Andrews 
but carve out a new space 
for myself. And we were 
very loyal to the books,” said  
Blunt.

(L-R) Actors Dave Bautista, Karen Gillan, Pom Klementieff, and Josh Brolin and producer Kevin 
Feige of AVENGERS INFINITY WAR

(L-R) Actors Gwendoline Christie, John Boyega, Daisy Ridley, Director Rian Johnson, actors Kelly 
Marie Tran, Laura Dern and Benicio del Toro of STAR WARS THE LAST JEDI

A woman poses for photos beside a Star Wars backdrop
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Prime Minister HRH Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa received Royal Family members and senior state officials as well as intellectual and cultural figures, businessmen and citizens, with whom he discussed a number of domestic and international issues at the Gudaibiya Palace yesterday,. HRH 
Premier warned that terrorism is development’s first enemy and major challenge facing it, stressing that Bahrain enhances its development process and counters terrorism.

HM the King’s Adviser for Media Affairs & Chairman of Bahrain Institute for Political Development (BIPD) Board of Trustees Nabeel Alhamer yesterday received Kuwaiti Ambassador to Bahrain, Shaikh Azzam 
Mubarak Al Sabah, the Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps. Separately the Advisor received UAE Ambassador to Bahrain, Abdelrhida Abdullah Khoury. Alhamer praised the advanced level cooperation ties in all fields, 
affirming the importance of meetings between the officials from both countries as a good opportunity to review the bilateral ties and open up wider vistas of cooperation that will achieve the interest of both 
brotherly countries and peoples.

The Traffic 
Culture Direc-
torate of the 
General Direc-
torate of Traffic 
has announced 
a training 
course for 12 
personnel. The 
p a r t i c i p a n t s 
will be the new 
batch to pres-
ent lectures 
and workshop. 
The 40-hour 
training course 
included prac-
tical and theo-
retical parts. ICRF organised a farewell party for B.S.Bist, Consular Attache, Indian Embassy



Monday,  July 17, 2017 13

Prime Minister HRH Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa received Royal Family members and senior state officials as well as intellectual and cultural figures, businessmen and citizens, with whom he discussed a number of domestic and international issues at the Gudaibiya Palace yesterday,. HRH 
Premier warned that terrorism is development’s first enemy and major challenge facing it, stressing that Bahrain enhances its development process and counters terrorism.

Minister of Industry, Commerce and Tourism Zayed bin Rashid Al Zayani yesterday received the US-Bahrain Busi-
ness Council CEO Jennifer Miel. During the meeting, the officials discussed several matters related to enhancing 
cooperation and the strong economic relations between the two countries. Foreign Trade Assistant Undersec-
retary Iman Al Dossary and Foreign Commercial Relations Director Shaikh Hamad bin Salman Al Khalifa also at-
tended the meeting.

HM the King’s Adviser for Media Affairs & Chairman of Bahrain Institute for Political Development (BIPD) Board of Trustees Nabeel Alhamer yesterday received Kuwaiti Ambassador to Bahrain, Shaikh Azzam 
Mubarak Al Sabah, the Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps. Separately the Advisor received UAE Ambassador to Bahrain, Abdelrhida Abdullah Khoury. Alhamer praised the advanced level cooperation ties in all fields, 
affirming the importance of meetings between the officials from both countries as a good opportunity to review the bilateral ties and open up wider vistas of cooperation that will achieve the interest of both 
brotherly countries and peoples.

The United States Ambassador to the Kingdom of Bahrain, William Roebuck, 
praised Bahrain’s efforts to combat trafficking in persons, as well as the develop-
ment of legal and legislative system aimed at safeguarding the rights of labour. 
This came as CEO of LMRA Ausamah Al Absi, yesterday received the US Ambas-
sador and the associating delegation.

The High Organising Committee of the Nasser bin Hamad Ramadan Sports Games “Nasser 10” handed the raffled 
cars to their winners in the presence of Tawfiq Al Salehi, President of the High Organising Committee, and Ismail 
Akbar, Executive General Manager of Sales at Ebrahim K. Kanoo Company. 

The second 
week of the 9th 
summer camp 
of the Royal 
Academy of 
Police (RAP) 
c o m m e n c e d 
yesterday with 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
lectures and 
cultural and 
artistic activi-
ties, as well as 
training on 
how blind peo-
ple could deal 
with their daily 
lives, in coop-
eration with 
the Friendship 
Society for the 
Blind.

Khaleeji Commercial Bank (KHCB) announced the signing of a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with Takaful International Insurance Company. The Bank’s employees and their 
first degree relatives will benefit from special offers and preferential rates on a number of 
insurance services offered by the company.

ICRF organised a farewell party for B.S.Bist, Consular Attache, Indian Embassy



Los Angeles

Actors Will Smith, Mena 
Massoud and Naomi Scott 

have been roped in to star in the 
upcoming live-action “Aladdin” 
remake.

Production banner Disney 
Pictures announced the three 
names at the D23 Expo on 
Saturday, reports variety.com.

Massoud will play the title role 
in the film while Scott and Smith 
will be seen as Princess Jasmine 
and Genie respectively. Guy 
Ritchie was previously announced 
as director. “Aladdin” was the 
highest-grossing film of the year 
in 1992 and won Academy Awards 
for best score and best song for “A 
whole new world.” (IANS)

London

Singer Adele was forced to remain silent during a trip to 
a potential new school for her son Angelo as she is still 

on vocal rest after damaging her vocal cords for a second 
time.

The “Hello” hitmaker has been forced to remain 
silent, which forced her to cancel her final concerts 
at London’s Wembley Stadium this month, reports 
femalefirst.co.uk.

The 29-year-old singer had to leave all of the 
talking to her husband Simon Konecki as the 
couple and their four-year-old son Angelo check 
out an expensive school in London.

“Adele wasn’t making a sound even if she was 
asked a direct question by people unaware of her 

vocal issues,” a source told The Sun newspaper.
“It was almost funny at times because he joked that it 

was her made-up sign language. It looked like it was really 
frustrating her and she stroked her throat a few times as if it 
was hurting her,” the source added. (IANS)

Los Angeles

Singer Justin Bieber was 
stopped by a police officer 

and was fined for using his cell 
phone while driving a car.

The incident took place on 
Saturday when Bieber was 
spotted driving his black 
Mercedes G-Wagon, reports 
tmz.com.

According to sources, 
Bieber was calm and 
cooperative and accepted 
his ticket from the police 
officer without making 
any fuss.

A person has to pay 
a fine of $162 if he is 
caught using a cell 
phone while operating 
a motor vehicle.

Bieber is currently 
on a break after 

wrapping up 
t h e European leg 
of his Purpose world 
tour. (IANS)

    

Ariana Grande @ArianaGrande  

 I don’t know what to say. Words don’t suffice. 

I’m moved and honored. My heart is very much…
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English singer, songwriter and actor Louis 
Tomlinson enjoyed watching the Twilight Saga and 
pretended to be Edward Cullen for a night after 
watching New Moon.                                  (thefactsite)



Actress Sigourney Weaver has revealed 
that she almost said no to her role in 

the ‘Alien’ movie.
The 67-year-old actress said she was 

hesitant about starring in the 1979 fantasy 
thriller, in which she portrays Ellen Ripley, 
because she thought it was a ‘bleak script’.

“It was a very, very bleak script,” she 
said. The star was even more disappointed 
that she has graduated from Yale School 

of Drama to be cast in the franchise. 
“I survived drama school to do 

this?” she said.
It was not until Weaver 

spoke to director Ridley Scott 
that she had a change of 
heart, and realised the movie 
was going to be completely 
different to what she had 
initially thought. (TOI)

Los Angeles

Actress Drew Barrymore has thanked former “Charlie’s Angels” 
co-star Cameron Diaz for making her feel “beyond beautiful” and 

whole again after spending quality time together.
Speaking about Diaz in a post on Instagram, which sees the two 

actresses cosy up for the photograph, Barrymore wrote: “Beauty junkie 
week sisters. Getting out of your house with your girlfriend. And being 
a whole person, with your sister. Remember to spend a moment with the 
ones you love in your busy life.”

“She has made me feel beyond beautiful. Always has. Always will. 
Thank God for your friends. They rejuvenate and confirm everything,” 
she added, reports femalefirst.co.uk. This is not the first time the “Never 
Been Kissed” actress has hailed Diaz as her loyal companion. (IANS)
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Style takeaway: Make an all-black outfit standout with eye-catching, colour-popping shoes and a bag

(harpersbazaar.com)July 17, 1952

David Hasselhoff

Popular actor from the series Knight Rider and 
Baywatch who later crossed over into a music career. 
Hasselhoff produced Baywatch from the 1990s until 
2001 when the series ended with Baywatch Hawaii.



EXPLORATIONS, ENCOUNTERS 
AND REMEMBERED STORIES: 
200 YEARS OF BRITISH-
BAHRAINI RELATIONS
Date :  Till 31 August 2017
Venue : Bahrain National Museum

 The rise of piracy in the 
Arabian Sea in the 18th and 19th cen-
turies resulted in a time of unrest that 
challenged prosperity and regional 
trade enterprise.  In 1816, a friendly 
agreement between the British repre-
sentatives in the Gulf and the Sheikhs 
of Bahrain secured the protection of 
shared interests. The agreement was 
formalised in 1820 with the signing of a 
General Treaty of Peace, that ushered a 
new episode in the political and cultural 
history of both nations. Over the past 
200 years, the nature of the British-
Bahraini relationship has evolved and 
the ties between the two nations were 
strengthened. Above all, this relation-
ship was shaped by varied explorations, 
encounters and personal stories. This 
exhibition draws on the first explo-
rations of Bahrain and its archaeo-
logical landscape. It celebrates a few of 
those who have played a major role in 
bringing global attention to Bahrain. 
By shifting the focus from artefacts to 
people and their documented encoun-
ters with local Bahrainis, we attempt to 
shed light on different perspectives of 
the bicentenary long British-Bahraini 
relationship.
The exhibition is organised in col-
laboration with the British Council in 
Bahrain.

DINING PLEASURES MEET 
BUSINESS SUCCESS  
Date: July
Venue: The Ritz-Carlton   
Primavera

The signature Italian restaurant 
Primavera offers a three-course busi-
ness set lunch by two Michelin starred 
chef Oliver Glowig. Diners can choose 
one starter or one first course, one main 
and one dessert and enjoy a relaxing 
lunch with beautiful views over the 
landscaped gardens and the poolside. 
Price: BD 15.000++ per person includ-
ing soft beverages
Timings: Sundays to Thursdays, 12 
p.m. to 3 p.m.
Contact details for more information: 
(+973) 1758 6499 or email rc.bahrz.res-
taurant.reservations@ritzcarlton.com
 
BACK TO THE 80S AT 
PRIMAVERA
Date: July
Venue: The Ritz-Carlton

Cure your Saturday blues by kicking off 
the week with a throw-back to the 80s. 
DJ Elena will be playing your favorite 
old school tunes throughout the night 
while enjoying cocktails prepared by 
our creative mixologists and aperi-
tivo menu created by Chef Alfonso 
Ferraioli.
Price: BD 10.000++ per person
Timings: Saturdays, 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Contact details for more information: 

(+973) 1758 6499 or email rc.bahrz.res-
taurant.reservations@ritzcarlton.com
 
THALI BUSINESS LUNCH
Date: July
Venue: The Ritz-Carlton
 
Welcome to the Land of Sensory 
delights – Dine like a Maharajah in 
Nirvana, where a world of sensory 
delights and authentic Indian cuisine 
will transport your palate to new heav-
ens.
Price: BD 12.000++ per person
Timings: Sundays to Thursdays, 12 
p.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Nirvana
Contact details for more information: 
(+973) 1758 6499 or email rc.bahrz.res-
taurant.reservations@ritzcarlton.com
 
BURGERS AND BREWS
Date: July
Venue: The Ritz-Carlton
Enjoy one pint of Peroni paired with 
your choice of our juicy beef or chicken 
burger.
Price: BD 12.000 net per person
Timings: Daily, 12 p.m. onwards
Location: Burlington Club
Contact details for more information: 
(+973) 1758 6499 or email rc.bahrz.res-
taurant.reservations@ritzcarlton.com
 
SURF AND TURF
Date: July
Venue: The Ritz-Carlton

Indulge in a sumptuous plate of prime 
tenderloin and Omani lobster at Plums. 
The prime tenderloin can be substituted 
with rib eye or Australian Wagyu and 
the Omani lobster with tiger prawns 
or shrimps.
Price: Starting from BD 33.000++ per 
person
Timings: Daily, 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Location: Plums
Contact details for more information: 
(+973) 1758 6499 or email rc.bahrz.res-
taurant.reservations@ritzcarlton.com
 
BEACH LOUNGE
Date: July
Venue: The Ritz-Carlton

Enjoy beachfront dining experience 
and beautiful outdoor scenery at the 
newly launched Beach Lounge at The 
Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain. The lounge is 
located between Kahlo Club and La 
Plage which makes it a perfect venue to 
enjoy the best of both outlets.
Price: a la carte
Timings: Wednesdays to Saturdays, 7 
p.m. to 11 p.m.
Location: Beach
Contact details for more information: 
(+973) 1758 6499 or email rc.bahrz.res-
taurant.reservations@ritzcarlton.com
 
THE AFTER WORK CHILL
Date: July
Venue: The Ritz-Carlton

Lean back and chill before the weekend 
at Thai Lounge. Enjoy one complimen-
tary pint of Kirin Ichiban draught for 
every order of the same beverage. A 

perfect treat for friends and colleagues 
after a busy work week.
Price: a la carte
Timings: Wednesdays, 5 p.m. to 10 
p.m.
Location: Thai Lounge
Contact details for more information: 
Please call 1758 6499 or email rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@ritzcarlton.
com
 
LADIES NIGHT AT THAI
Date: July
Venue: The Ritz-Carlton

Ladies get one complimentary beverage 
from an assorted choice of beverages. 
Enjoy a chilled midweek evening as 
you partake with friends in Thai lounge 
accompanied by the beats of our DJ.
Price: Complimentary
Timings: Tuesdays, 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Location: Thai Lounge
Contact details for more information: 
Please call 1758 6499 or email rc.bahrz.
restaurant.reservations@ritzcarlton.
com

KIDS FOR ALL SEASONS 
SUMMER CAMP
Date: July 1 –September 30 
Venue: Four Seasons Hotel 
Bahrain Bay 

Kids For All Seasons Summer Camp 
will be held from July 1  to September 
30  at the Kids For All Seasons Club 
located in the lower lobby. Operating 
Hours:
Sunday to Wednesday: 9:00am - 
6:00pm. Thursday to Saturday: 9:00am 
- 8:30pm. Kindly note that the sum-
mer camp will be complementary for 
in-house guests and spa members. 
Activities: Swimming lesson/ cook-
ing classes/ French ,English and Hindi 
basic language writing/ gypsum paint-
ing/ t-shirt painting/ non-motorized 
outdoor fun/ mini soccer/ yoga/ danc-
ing classes and many more fun and 
educational programs. Kids under the 
age of 4 must be accompanied by their 
parents or nanny.

FRIDAY BRUNCH

Date: Fridays 
Venue: Bahrain Bay Kitchen 
International

Friday Brunch: The known lavish culi-
nary offerings, including five unique 
food stations serving Arabic, Western, 
Indian, Japanese and Chinese delica-
cies. Shisha is also available on the 
restaurant terrace during brunch hours. 
Serving hours:
Every Friday from 12:30 pm to 3:30 pm. 
Reservations:  +973 17115500.
 
RE/IMAGINE YOUR SATURDAYS

Date: Every Saturday from 12:30 
pm until 3:30 pm
Venue: re Asian Cuisine

Four Seasons Hotel Bahrain Bay 
invites you to discover the perfect 
Saturday Brunch at re/Asian Cuisine 
by Wolfgang Puck. Soak in the immer-
sive views from the 50th floor and feast 
on mouthwatering Asian selections 
like Korean Fried Chicken Bao Buns, 
Wok Fried Shrimp Dumplings and 
Brisket Wontons for BD 19++. Price 
for entrance:BD 3. (re Asian Cuisine by 
Wolfgang Puck Asian Restaurant will 
reopen on August 15). Reservations: 
+973 17115046.

THE BLUE HOUR

Date: Weekdays 6:00pm – 8:00pm
Friday and Saturday 4:00pm – 
8:00pm
Venue: Blue Moon Lounge by 
Wolfgang Puck Lounge

The Blue Hour –Signature cocktails & 
Bites at BD 3 – at Blue Moon Lounge 
is the perfect offer to try while enjoy-
ing the best view from the 50th floor. 
(Lounge will reopen on August 15). 
Price for entrance:BD 3.

16 Monday, July 17, 2017

HOW TO 
REACH US 
“Out & About’, a 

ready reckoner  for the 
events taking place 

on the island,  is published 
from Friday to Tuesday. To be 

included, please
send the matter to the 

following email ID
: news@dt.bh

FRIDAY BRUNCH AT 
FLAVOURS ON 2

Date :30th June 2017 to 29th 
December 2017
Venue :Downtown Rotana

Explore diverse culinary cultures 
every Friday from 12 pm until 4 pm 
and indulge in a stylish and con-
temporary setting with live cooking 
stations and oversize cocktails and 
mocktails bar.
Tempt your senses with the best 
Friday Brunch buffet in town at 
Flavours on 2 for only BD 26* 
including selected beverages, BD 
21* including soft drinks and juices.
The fun will not stop here! You can 
also enjoy ALL DAY free pool access 
and free valet parking.Children will 
also have a great time with their 
very own modern supervised Kids 
room filled with toys and games for 
all ages.*Prices are subject to 10% 
service charge & 10% government.
Opening hours: Every Friday from 
12 until 4 pm.Contact details: For 
more information, please call 1311 
9999 or email :
flavours2.downtown@rotana.com

BUSINESS LUNCH BUFFET
Date :28th June 2017 to 31st 
August 2017
Venue :Swiss-Cafe Restaurant, 
10th Floor

Description :Swiss-Cafe Restaurant 
offers a daily lunch buffet featur-
ing wide choice of healthy salads, 
Mezzeh, International main courses 
and homemade desserts.
Only at BHD 8 NET per person 
including of Soft Drinks and Water.
Rate is inclusive of 10% service 
charge and 10% government levy.
For reservations and information, 
please contact us on +973 66310041
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Mohamed Ahmadi Co. W.L.L

“Miles covered with a smile...”

“Best Fare at your Door Step”                    

MAC 
TRAVEL & TOURISM

General & Contract Cleaning Services
Manned Security Services
Travel & Tourism
Civil works-Block, Plastering & Tile Fixing
Trading of Garbage Bags/Hand Towels & Cleaning Detergents

Air ticket to all global airlines
Fabulous tour package around the globe
Hotels and service apartment
Tailor made packages
Travel Insurance

HOTLINE 
8000 1088

Tel: 17268 111 | Fax: 17268 222 | Mob: 39462097
Manama | Kingdom of Bahrain | info@macbh.com | www.macbh.com

an ISO Certified Company

LEISURE SERVICE

FLATS AVAILABLE
2 Br & 3 Br flats in Hidd, Rent 
starting 250 BD
2 Br flats in Gudaibiya, Rent 
starting 270 BD
Fully furnished flats 2 Br & 3 
Br Flats. Rent starting 450 BD
2 Br & 3 Br & 4 Br flats in 
Riffa, Rent starting 200 BD
2 Br flats in Juffair & Amwaj. 
Rent starting 550 BD
Contact: 33602505, 33602501, 
33600501

WAREHOUSE FOR RENT:
2500 Sq. Meter in Alba, Hidd, 
Sitra, Riffa, Salmabad, Tubili. 
Rent Starting from BD 2.5/sqm
Contact: 33602505, 33602501, 
33600501

LAND FOR RENT
800 Sq. Meters. Suitable 
for Workshop. Storage 
accommodation. Rent from 
800 fils /m sq.
Contact: 33602505, 33602501, 
33600501

STAFF ACCOMMODATION 
AVAILABLE
Staff Accommodation 
Available in Alba, Hidd, 
Sitra, Riffa. Furnished 
accommodation available.

FULLY FURNISHED VILLA
5 Br villas in Barbara 750 BD
5 Br villas in Tubli :600 BD
4 Br villas in Tubli: 750 BD
4 Br villas in Riffa: 550 BD
Contact: 33602505, 33602501, 
33600501

SHOPS FOR RENT/ SALE
Shops and Showroom 
available. Manama, Muharraq, 
Hoora, Riffa, Hidd, Tubli, 
for rent & sale. 33602505, 
33602501, 33600501
 

OFFICES AVAILABLE
from BD 150, Commercial 
villas available- 33602505, 
33602501, 33600501

FLAT FOR RENT
2 BHK, 3 bathrooms located in 
Salmabad on the first floor.
Available for immediate 
occupancy by Kerala family.
Tel:  33054525, 39466076

WANTED SALES EXECUTIVE 
for exclusive watch brand in 
City center. Sent CV to info@
masbahrain.com

USED CARPROPERTY

ALWARDI CLEANING
Cleaning contracts &amp; 
General cleaning services.
Sofa curtain shampooing.
Curtain steam cleaning.
Marble grinding and mirror 
polishing. Supplying cleaning 
staffs. Call 33717930

TEL: 17879877      MOB:32233879

DINE OUT

TEL: 17879877
MOB:32233879

For Special Offers
and Rates
Contact

classifieds@dt.bh

AL EMAN HAJJ SERVICES (HAKEEM) 

HAJJ 2017 REGISTRATION ENDS IN 10 DAYS

BOOKING FOR HAJJ:

BY ROAD & BY AIR     LIMITED SEAT ONLY

39910399 ,39082126 ,33065330 
Leading by well experienced scholars

Use full classes while preparing and during the journey
Office: 

Upstair of Easy Copy, Behind Sony Ashrafs, Near Ahmed AL- Umran School
Head office: Hoora, Tel: 17540235 , Manama: 17532466,34009450 

A day to celebrate 
A day for the family
Let’s Go to

Reservations: + 973 17728699
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CROSSWORD
YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

Your star today

Across Down

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

How to play: 
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down and each 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

(Mar 21st - Apr 20th)

(Apr 21st - May 21st)

(May 22nd - Jun 21st)

(June 22nd - July 23rd)

(July 24th - Aug 23rd)

(Aug 24th - Sep 23rd)

(Sep 24th - Oct 23rd)

(Oct 24th - Nov 22nd)

(Nov 23rd - Dec 21st)

(Dec 22nd- Jan 20th)

(Jan 21st - Feb 19th)

(Feb 20th - Mar 20th)

Today you may want to be left alone with 
your thoughts. Relaxing with a good book 
could be at the top of your agenda, and you 
aren’t likely to want to be interrupted. Noise 
and requests that don’t usually bother you 
might irritate you, so it’s best to spend some 
time alone.

Money worries might have you more on 
edge than usual. While you may be doing 
well, you could still be insecure enough to 
think that your funds might not stretch far 
enough. Consider the situation objectively. 
You will probably be relieved by what you 
find. Others’ demands on your time might 
irritate you more than usual.
More than usual, you’re probably craving 
solitude today. Although you may have 
committed to attending a party or get-
together, now the idea may seem irritating. 
You may rather work on some tasks or projects, 
or you might want to go for a workout and 
release some of the tension you feel. The latter 
idea is good.

Although you’re normally a sociable person 
who feels most comfortable in the company 
of others, today you may prefer to be alone. 
You could feel a little under the weather, or 
you could be stressed from job-related worries. 
You probably need rest, but you might also 
benefit from taking a walk to work off some 
tension, get the endorphins going.

You tend to enjoy solitude, but today you 
might feel more reclusive than usual. Friends 
could invite you out, but you aren’t likely to 
accept the offer. You might even feel a little 
irritated. This is a great day to work out or 
throw yourself into your own projects. Your 
concentration is good and the physical activity 
will get relieve the stress.

There might be tension in the air for no 
discernible reason today. Family members 
might seem preoccupied with problems they 
can’t define. Your natural inclination could be 
to try to cheer them up, but it probably won’t 
work. Don’t be annoyed if they don’t respond. 
It isn’t them. Blame the planets. This is a great 
day to jog, take a cardio class.

Some mysterious telephone calls might come 
your way - wrong numbers or hang-ups. Other 
people might seem less communicative than 
usual, and you may be preoccupied. You 
might feel a bit more nervous than usual, but 
that should go away if you take a walk or get 
some other exercise. If you’ve been thinking 
about doing some writing, this is the day to 
start.
Confusion over money matters might arise. 
You may need to check your records to shed 
light on past transactions. Don’t worry. All 
should be well once you ascertain the facts. 
You might have some intense dreams tonight. 
Write them down. You will want to remember 
them later, because they might reveal a lot 
about your current situation.

Uptight is the mood for today. You might be 
the centre of attention at some point. While 
you normally wouldn’t mind, today it might 
make you nervous. When everyone looks at you 
and expects you to say something, say it. Keep 
it short and then withdraw. You aren’t in the 
mood. Walk to the library and throw yourself 
into reading about subjects that interest you.

Someone close to you might seem more 
preoccupied than usual, and perhaps a bit 
difficult to deal with. Don’t take this personally. 
It has little, if anything, to do with you. This 
person has troubles of their own that they 
don’t want to share. You might be feeling a 
bit tense and jumpy, but again, this is nothing 
to worry about. Take a walk or work out at the 
gym.

You might feel a bit tense, and you probably 
won’t understand why. The reason? The planets. 
You might jump at unexpected noises or take 
offense where none is intended. Relations with 
others might be a little strained, necessitating 
some communication about how you’re feeling. 
Try to work off the tension by taking a brisk walk 
or perhaps working out at the gym.

You probably aren’t going to feel like 
socializing even though friends want you to 
go out with them. Your patience could be 
worn a bit thin, and you may get annoyed at 
incidents that normally wouldn’t bother you. 
This isn’t a good day for group activities or 
parties. It might be best to get a good workout 
and then rest.

1- FedEx rival; 4- Pago Pago locale; 9- Apportion; 14- Actress Arthur; 
15- Communion table; 16- Geneva’s lake; 17- Vibrate; 19- Planet’s 
path; 20- It comes from the heart; 21- Teacher; 23- General ___ 
chicken; 24- The Hunter; 27- A small town; 30- Shut in; 32- ___ Canals; 
33- You’re on!; 37- Spring up; 39- Novelty;  40- Side by side; 42- Moan;
43- Simple cell division; 44- Bruins legend; 45- Abdomen; 48- I did it!; 
50- Litmus reddeners; 51- Pitchforkshaped letters; 55- Gaze intently; 
57- Notre Dame’s Fighting ___; 58- Marisa of “My Cousin Vinny”; 
60- Greek philosopher; 64- Light ___; 65- ___ Dame; 66- A really big 
shoe?; 67- Young rabbit; 68- Water vapor; 69- Common ID; 

1- Lusitania sinker; 2- Mexican money; 3- Prefix with iliac; 4- Room in 
a casa; 5- Wholly; 6- 1959 Kingston Trio hit; 7- Muesli bit; 8- “Am not!” 
rejoinder; 9- One-armed bandit; 10- Judean king; 11- Foods of the 
gods; 12- Thor Heyerdahl craft; 13- Med. specialty; 18- T.G.I.F. part; 
22- Young ___; 24- Till stack; 25- Some VCRs; 26- Under the weather; 
28- Big name in vermouth; 29- Writers of verse; 30- Perfect places; 31- 
71% is under water; 33- Gold bar; 34- ___ cotta; 35- Fencer; 36- Santa 
___ winds; 38- Rock’s ___ Speedwagon; 40- Diary of ___ Housewife;
41- Some pens; 43- Parisian pal; 46- It paves the way; 47- Vast seas; 
49- Had dinner at home; 51- Debate side; 52- Locations; 53- Capri and 
Man; 54- Luster; 56- Breezy; 57- Gossip bit; 58- Bar bill; 59- Buckeyes’ 
sch.; 61- Decay; 62- Suffix with meteor; 63- Madrid Mrs.; 

BEETLE BAILEY
R
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Thai police arrested all those 
who took part in the brutal 
mass slaying of a family in the 
country’s south earlier this 
week, a massacre that caused 
widespread revulsion.
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Ahmedabad

Heavy monsoon flooding 
has killed four people in 

western India, officials said 
yesterday, with grave fears 
held for at least six others still 
missing following torrential 
downpours.

Major rail networks 
and dozens of highways 
in Gujarat state have been 
interrupted by floodwaters, 
and power to more than 120 
villages cut in badly-hit areas.

“Four people died after 

being swept away in rain 
waters since Saturday 
morning. Six others are 
missing”, Pankaj Kumar, 
a senior state government 
official, said, adding the 
National Disaster Response 
Force was searching for 
survivors.

The force, plus India’s 
military, had rescued more 
than 2,000 people from 
the worst-hit regions and 
relocated them to higher 
ground.

Dhaka

Four suspected Islamist 
extremists surrendered 

yesterday after a night-long 
standoff with Bangladeshi 
police in which they 
detonated explosives and 
opened fire outside the 
capital Dhaka, an official 
said.

Police said the armed 
militants belonged to a 
new faction of Jamayetul 
Mujahideen Bangladesh 
(JMB), an outlawed group 
blamed for a wave of attacks 
including the murder of 18 

foreigners at a cafe in Dhaka 
last July.

Acting on a tip-off 
Bangladesh’s Rapid Action 
Battalion surrounded a 
building in the garment 
district of Ashulia, around 25 
kilometres (18 miles) west of 
Dhaka, just after midnight, 
RAB spokesman Mizanur 
Rahman Bhuiyan said.

“They rented the house 
posing as garment workers 
two months ago. When we 
raided the place, they fired 
back with live rounds and 
exploded IED,” he said.

“We are a country that always 
honours its obligations. If there 
is any amount that is due when 
it’s been properly quantified and 
audited, of course we’ll deal with 
it. We’re not a country that walks 
away from its debts.”

British glider pilot 
killed in Alps crash

A man was arrested for alleg-
edly setting ablaze a two-sto-
rey house in eastern China, 
killing 22 people and injuring 
three.

A British pilot reported miss-
ing in the French Alps was 
found dead in the debris of 
his crashed glider, the prose-
cutor for the Gap region said.

Macron, Netanyahu mark 75 
years since roundup of Jews

Thai police arrest gang 
behind family massacre

After US Secretary of State, 
French FM has arrived to 
help solve Qatar crisis. Do 
you think  the French FM’s 
assistance would lead to any 
immediate developments?

Yes               No              Cant Say

4 killed, 6 missing in India’s 
Gujarat amid monsoon floods

Four extremists surrender 
after shootout in Bangladesh

Philip Hammond
British Finance minister 

Arson suspect arrested 
after 22 killed in China 

Paris

French President 
Emmanuel Macron 

yesterday marked 75 years 
since the roundup of 13,000 
Jews to be sent to Nazi death 
camps, calling France’s 
responsibility a “stark truth” 
at a ceremony attended 
by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu.

Speaking near the former 
site of the Velodrome 
d’Hiver, the indoor cycle 
track from which the Jews 
were deported in 1942, 
Macron said: “It is indeed 
France that organised” the 
roundup. “Not a single 
German” took part.

Netanyahu’s presence 

at the ceremony sparked 
controversy, with the 
Union of French Jews for 
Peace (UJFP) calling the 
invitation “shocking” and 
“unacceptable”.

The UJFP accused the 
Israeli government of 
“usurping the memory of the 
victims of Nazism to make 
people believe that Israel 
represents all the world’s 
Jews”.

The ceremony recalled 
the day when officials of 
the Vichy regime in Nazi-
occupied France began 
rounding up 13,152 Jews 
and taking them to the 
Velodrome d’Hiver, an 
indoor cycle track in Paris.

Venezuelans cast ballots 
in opposition vote

Venezuela’s opposition 
kicked off a symbolic vote 
seen likely to reject plans 
by President Nicolas Maduro 
to rewrite the constitution, 
upping pressure on the 
beleaguered leader after 
months of street protests.

Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu (R) and French President 
Emmanuel Macron speak during the ceremony 

Dhaka

A cafe in Dhaka named after 
Donald Trump has been 

luring Bangladeshis undeterred 
by his controversial politics and 
more interested in snapping 
selfies with a life-size cutout of 
the US president.

The cafe was opened in 
January by a self-professed 
Trump fan who rejects the 
notion that the US president 
is ‘anti Islam’, saying diners 
at his cafe in the heart of 
Muslim-majority Bangladesh  
agreed.

“If he were anti-Muslim, he 
would not have visited Saudi 
Arabia and had a good time 
there,” cafe owner Shafiul 
Islam said, adding none of 
Trump’s decisions had affected 
Bangladesh’s 144 million-odd 
Muslims.

Politics appears to be last 

thing on many diners’ minds 
as they pose for photos with 
a cardboard cutout of the US 
president, placed strategically 
at the entrance by 29-year-old 
businessman Islam.

“Girls are his bigger fans. 
They come to take selfies with 

the Trump picture. Children 
love him too,” he said, adding 
more visitors snapped photos 
than ordered food.

The cafe serves Thai, Chinese 
and Indian dishes, with specials 
given names like the “Trump 
burger”.

Trump cafe lures Bangladeshis 
keen for pics, not politics

A customer takes selfie with a cutout of Donald Trump 

Srinagar

At least 16 Hindu pilgrims 
were killed and many 

more injured yesterday in a 
bus crash in northern India, 
police said, just days after 
gunmen shot dead eight 
worshippers making the 
same holy visit.

The bus plunged into 
a gorge in Jammu and 
Kashmir, the state where 
hundreds of Hindus make 
the annual pilgrimage to a 
Himalayan cave revered 
as the abode of the god  
Shiva.

“16 people are now 
confirmed dead, 19 with 
serious injuries and eight 
others with minor injuries,” 
the state’s police force said in 
a statement yesterday.

Some of the worst injured 
are being airlifted to hospital, 
while others were taken to 
local clinics for treatment, 
police said.

For the second time 
in a week, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi offered his 
condolences to the pilgrims 
who died making the holy 
journey.

“Extremely pained by the 
loss of lives of Amarnath 
Yatris (pilgrims) due to 
a bus accident in J&K,” 
the prime minister said, 
referring to the state by its  
initials.

“My thoughts are 
with the families of the  
deceased.”

The tragedy came as 
another Hindu pilgrim died 
yesterday from injuries 
sustained six days ago 
when unidentified gunmen 
opened fire on a bus full of 
worshippers. (AFP)

16 killed in bus 
crash in India

Indian police personnel and 
locals carry injured and dead 
from the site of a bus accident
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DT News Network
Manama

Bahrain Royal Endurance 
Team’s Hamad Janahi 

came in first riding Samira 
in a speed of six hours 24 
minutes and 57 seconds 
at a speed of 20km in the 
qualification round of the 
World Youth Championship 
in Italy, while Mohammed 
Al Miqdad (6:25:02) came 
third and Mohammed Abdul 
Samad (7:11:55) in fifth place. 
Worthy of note was that the 
Bahrain Royal Endurance 
Team’s Rashid Al Rowaie 
won first place last year on 
the same horse, Samira at the 
same venue.

With this victory, Janahi 

qualified for the Championship 
among the world’s elite riders. 
This completes the Bahraini 
team qualifying to participate 
and consisting of Fahad Al 
Khateri, winner of the latest 
edition of the World Youth 
Championship in Chile, Dana 
Al Bengadeer, Rashid Al 
Rowaie and Salem Sabt.

HH Shaikh Nasser 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Representative of His Majesty 
the King for Charity Works 
and Youth Affairs, Chairman 
of the Supreme Council for 
Youth and Sports, President of 
Bahrain Olympic Committee 
and Captain of the Bahrain 
Royal Endurance Team 
praised the qualification of 

team member Hamad Janahi, 
after winning first place in the 
130km Argenton Race which 
was held in France. 

Shaikh Nasser confirmed 
the team’s steady movement 
towards more achievements 
in foreign races, adding that 
the team’s administrative and 
technical body has developed 
a plan for the participation 
in many European 
championships.

“The team has achieved the 
goals for which it participated 
in the Argenton Race by 
way of an honourable sports 
achievement for the Kingdom 
in addition to preparing the 
team for upcoming endurance 
races,” Shaikh Nasser said.

Bahrain’s Janahi first in race

Nottingham

Hashim Amla helped South 
Africa pile on the runs 

to leave England facing what 
would be a record-breaking 
chase in the second Test at 
Trent Bridge yesterday.

South Africa set England 
474 to win after declaring their 
second innings on 343 for nine 
late on the third day.

The most made by any side 
to win in the fourth innings of 

a Test is the West Indies’ 418 
for seven against Australia at 
St John’s, Antigua, in 2002/03.

England’s corresponding 
record is 332 for seven against 
Australia at Melbourne back in 
1928/29.

Yesterday, England were left 
with a tricky four overs’ batting 
before stumps.

South Africa nearly had a 
wicket with the very first ball 
when Alastair Cook was given 

out lbw to Morne Morkel.
But Cook immediately 

reviewed umpire Paul Reiffel’s 
decision and, with replays 
indicating the ball would have 
gone over the stumps, the 
former Australia paceman’s 
verdict was overturned.

Cook and fellow left-hander 
Keaton Jennings survived to 
both be nought not out at the 
close, with England one for 
none courtesy of a leg bye. 

Earlier Amla, so often a 
thorn in England’s side, made 
87 -- his second fifty of the 
match.

Opener Dean Elgar (80) and 
returning captain Faf du Plessis 
(63) were also among the runs 
as the Proteas, 1-0 behind in 
the four-match series after a 
211-run defeat in the first Test 
at Lord’s last week, cemented 
their already strong position in 
this match. (AFP)

Amla helps Proteas pile on the runs
Scoreboard
South Africa 2nd Innings (overnight: 75-1)
H. Kuhn c Root b Anderson                    8
D. Elgar c Anderson b Stokes                80
H. Amla lbw b Dawson                        87
Q. de Kock c Bairstow b Anderson             1
F. du Plessis lbw b Stokes                  63
T. Bavuma c Root b Ali                      15
V. Philander c and b Ali                    42
C. Morris c Ballance b Ali                  13
K. Maharaj c Broad b Ali                     1
M. Morkel not out 17
Extras (b8, lb8)                            16
Total (9 wkts dec, 104 overs, 466 mins)   343
England 2nd Innings (target 474)
A. Cook not out                              0
K. Jennings not out                          0
Extras (lb1) 1
Total (0 wkts, 4 overs, 16 mins)             1

DT News Network
Manama

Ali Al Arabi, President of the 
Khalid Bin Hamad Futsal 

League for Youth Centres, 
People with Disabilities 
and Girls in its fifth edition, 
affirmed that the preparations 
for the start of the league are 
in full swing and according to 
the plan set by the organizing 
committees.

The league begins from 
July 24 and will continue until 
August 23 under the theme 
#meeting_of_generations at 
the Khalifa Sports City Hall 
under the patronage of HH 
Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, First Deputy President 
of the Supreme Council 
for Youth, President of the 
Bahrain Athletics Association, 
Honorary President of Bahrain 
Disabled Sports Federation 
and organised by the Ministry 
of Youth and Sports Affairs 
in collaboration with Shaikh 
Khalid’s Media Office.

The draw will be held this 
evening at 6.15pm at the 
Bahrain Authority for Tourism 
and Exhibitions’ Youth City in 

the presence of representatives 
of the participating teams in 
the league for Youth Centres, 
People with Disabilities and 
Girls.

Al Arabi explained that 
the regular meetings of the 
organising committee are held 
continuously, in order to reach 
the readiness required to start 
the event, which experiences 
active youth participation and 
is currently completing the 
work through the provision 
of players’ sportswear, and 
work on receiving lists and 
completing it before the start 
of the competitions, which has 
a Girls league this year.

Preparations at its peak 
for Futsal League

Colombo

Sikandar Raza hit a gritty 97 not 
out to help Zimbabwe recover 

from a top-order collapse and 
stretch their second innings lead 
over Sri Lanka to 262 in the one-
off Test yesterday.

The visitors were 252 for six at 
stumps on day three, with Raza 
and Malcolm Waller (57) putting 
on an unbeaten 107-run stand for 
the seventh-wicket at Colombo’s 
R Premadasa Stadium. Raza lifted 
Zimbabwe from a precarious 23-4, 
followed by 59-5, after Sri Lankan 

left-arm spinner Rangana Herath 
rattled the visitors’ batting with 
four early wickets.

Herath, who got three wickets 
before the lunch break, bowled 
Sean Williams for 22 in the second 
session as Zimbabwe teetered 
dangerously close to losing their 
10-run advantage.

It was then that Raza put 
together 86 runs with Peter Moor 
(40) for the sixth wicket to turn 
the tables on Sri Lanka. Moor 
fell to paceman Lahiru Kumara. 
(AFP)

Sikandar Raza 97 puts Zimbabwe on top in Sri Lanka Test
Scoreboard

Sri Lanka 1st innings (overnight 293-7; A. 
Gunaratne 24 not out, R. Herath 5 not out)
D. Karunaratne c Masakadza b Tiripano    25
U. Tharanga run out (Tiripano)           71
K. Mendis c Chakabva b Cremer            11
D. Chandimal c Chakabva b Cremer         55
A. Mathews c Masakadza b Williams        41
N. Dickwella b Cremer                     6
D. Perera run out                        33
A. Gunaratne b Cremer                    45
R. Herath st Chakabva b Williams         22
S. Lakmal c & b Cremer                   14
L. Kumara not out                         1

Extras (b8, lb10, w1, nb3)               22
Total (all out; 102.3 overs)            346
Zimbabwe 2nd innings
H. Masakadza lbw b Herath                7
R. Chakabva b Herath                     6
T. Musakanda c Karunaratne b Herath      0
C. Ervine c Karunaratne b Perera         5
S. Williams b Herath                    22
S. Raza not out                         97
P. Moor c sub (Gunathialka) b Kumara    40
M. Waller not out                       57
Extras (b4, lb7, w6, nb1)               18
Total (6 wickets; 68 overs) 252

Zimbabwe’s cricketer Sikandar Raza (L) plays 
a shot as Sri Lankan wicketkeeper Niroshan 
Dickwella (C) cricketer Dimuth Karunaratne (R) 
looks on

South Africa’s Hashim 
Amla (R) plays a shot 
as England’s Jonny 
Bairstow keeps wicket

Winners on the podium



Monday, July 17, 2017 21SPORTS

Silverstone

Valtteri Bottas underlined 
his status as a genuine 

contender for this year’s 
world championship when he 
finished a bold second, from 
ninth on the grid, in yesterday’s 
British Grand Prix.

The Finn, who replaced 
retired 2016 world champion 
Nico Rosberg as team-mate to 
Lewis Hamilton at Mercedes, 

is now only 23 points 
behind championship leader 
Sebastian Vettel of Ferrari.

Vettel finished seventh 
after a late puncture deprived 
him of a possible podium.

“For us as a team this was 
a perfect weekend, especially 
considering the circumstances 
and where we started today, 
in ninth place,” said Bottas.

“It’s just amazing what 

we’ve done today. The car 
was so good to drive -- really 
quick -- and the team had 
decided to split the strategy 
between Lewis and me.

“I started with the soft 
tyres and actually went a bit 
longer than planned, as we 
extended the first stint quite 
a bit, because everything was 
looking good. 

“Towards the end, when 

we put the super-soft tyres 
on, I was on a fresher tyre, 
managed to get through 
Sebastian and caught Kimi, 
but realistically he would have 
been too far away for me to 
get through.

“But then I got lucky, 
Kimi got unlucky and lost his 
second place. In the end, 18 
points is the perfect result for 
me.” (AFP)

Bottas 
displays 

title 
credentials

Los Angeles

Miguel Berchelt retained 
his WBC world title 

Saturday with a unanimous 
decision over former 
champion Takashi Miura in 
the first defence of his super 
featherweight belt.

Mexico’s Berchelt won 
almost every round and 
it showed on the lopsided 
scorecards but the unflinching 
Miura fought on pride and 
looked like he could have 
knocked the champion out at 
any moment.

“I was prepared because 
I knew I was facing an ex 
champion,” said Berchelt. “He 
has the toughest left hand in the 
division. He was hitting me and 

hurting me sometimes. “But I 
was always the better fighter.”

The judges scored the fight 
116-111, 120-109 and 119-108 
for the 33-year-old Berchelt 
who won the title with an 
11th round upset victory over 
Francisco Vargas in January.

Japan’s Miura (31-4-2, 24 
KOs) was hoping to reclaim 
the WBC title which he held 
for more than two years before 
losing to Vargas in 2015.

Berchelt set the tone early in 
the 12-round clash at the Los 
Angeles Forum as he dropped 
Miura late in the first round 
and rocked him with a hard 
punch in the fifth round that 
snapped the challenger’s head 
back. (AFP)

Los Angeles

Jose Mourinho ruled out any 
attempt to bring Cristiano 

Ronaldo back to Old Trafford 
after Manchester United 
opened their US tour Saturday 
with a 5-2 rout of the Los 
Angeles Galaxy.

United manager Mourinho 
is keen to bolster his ranks 
further after already 
strengthening his squad with 
the additions of Victor Lindelof 

and Romelu Lukaku.
But the Portuguese manager 

poured cold water on the 
possibility of an attempt to 
prise United legend Ronaldo 
away from Real Madrid.

“I’m not going to waste my 
time thinking about players 
who are mission impossible,” 
Mourinho told reporters after 
the win.

Earlier, England striker 
Marcus Rashford scored 

twice with Marouane Fellaini, 
Anthony Martial and Henrikh 
Mkhitaryan bagging United’s 
other goals in a one-sided 
victory in front of 25,667 fans 
at the StubHub Center.

New striker Lukaku was 
unable to get in on the goals 
after a 45-minute debut in the 
second half.

Lukaku missed one golden 
chance four minutes into his 
United debut, with his shot 

saved by Galaxy goalkeeper 
Brian Rowe.

However Mourinho was 
satisfied with Lukaku’s 
“unselfish” display in leading 
the line.

“Lukaku is a target man, 
he plays with his back to 
opponents,” Mourinho said. 
“A good thing today for me is 
to see that he’s a team player. 
He’s not selfish. He’s not 
obsessed with goals. (AFP)

Mourinho rules out Ronaldo move

Silverstone

Kimi Raikkonen said his car 
felt normal and he had no 

warning of the first of two tyre 
failures to hit Ferrari’s hopes in 
the closing laps of yesterday’s 
British Grand Prix.

The Finn said the front left 
tyre of his car was behaving 
‘more or less normally’, before 
it suddenly delaminated and 
failed, costing him second place 
in the race. His team-mate 
Sebastian Vettel also suffered 
a front left tyre failure and fell 
from fourth to seventh.

“Everything was going more 
or less normally,” said the 2007 

world champion Raikkonen. 
“The gap was fine for us. Two 
laps from the end, I don’t know 
what happened - before Turn 
Six under the tunnel, the tyre 
didn’t explode, but the rubber 
part came off suddenly.

“I don’t think I hit anything, 
everything felt normal before, 
luckily I came back.

“I struggled a bit after that 
because the tyre was flapping 
around, but we managed to get 
a decent position.

“I was very unlucky and, in 
a way, lucky, but didn’t want to 
see the same happen to Seb and 
then a lap later...” (AFP)

Raikkonen 
surprised 
by Ferrari 
tyre failures

Berchelt retains 
WBC world title

Marcus Rashford 
#19 of Manchester 
United scores his 
second goal of the 
game past Hugo 
Arellano #21 of Los 
Angeles Galaxy 
to take a 2-0 lead 
during the first 
half at StubHub 
Centre in Carson, 
California

Second placed Mercedes’ 
Finnish driver Valtteri Bottas 
arrives on the podium to 
receive his trophy

Miguel Berchelt



Le Puy-en-Velay, France

Dan Martin brushed off suggestions he could 
already be in yellow at the Tour de France 

as the Irishman continued to snare precious 
seconds yesterday.

The 30-year-old Quick-Step rider finished 
the day fifth overall at 1min 12sec behind 
race leader Chris Froome after snatching 14 
seconds in a typically bold late attack, 12km 
from the finish.

It was the fourth day in a row that he’s picked 
up a few seconds on all or at least some of his rivals 

in the top 10. 
“I was six seconds off seventh (place) last year and 

finished ninth (overall). So every second counts at 
the Tour,” he said.

“Everyone was on the limit today. The rest day’s 
tomorrow, so I can recover. “It’s been a really 
brutal week. Really hot day as well. (AFP)

Martin unconcerned 
by ifs and buts

Aidan Payne/DTNN
aidan@dt.bh

Manama

Bahrain’s Merida Pro 
Cycling Team rider, 

Tsgabu Grmay (four hours 
47 minutes 58 seconds) 
raced well yesterday to 
finish 23rd overall on the 
15th stage of the 104th 
Tour de France from 
Laissac-Severac L’Eglisle 
to Le Puy-En-Velay over 
189.5km.

Grmay was six minutes 
11 seconds behind stage 
winner, Dutchman Bauke 
Mollema (4:41:47) of Team 
Trek-Segafreda.

Bahrain’s ninth team 

member Spaniard Ion 
Izaguirre withdrew from 
the opening stage in 
Dusseldorf, Germany after 
suffering a lumbar fracture 

of the lower spine.
The tour takes a rest today 

and resumes tomorrow 
with the 16th stage taking 
the remaining (175) 

riders into the Alps 
mountain  range from 
Le Puy-En-Velay 
to Romans-Sur-
Isere over 
165km.

Mollema clinches 
Tour 15th stage
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Le Puy-en-Velay, France

Bauke Mollema won the 15th stage 
of the Tour de France yesterday in 

a solo breakaway to Le Puy en Velay 
as Chris Froome retained the leader’s 
yellow jersey.

Diego Ulissi was second at the end of 
the 189.5km mountainous stage from 
Laissac-Severac l’Eglise in the Massif 
Central ahead of Tony Gallopin in third.

But reigning champion Froome had 
to survive a worrying moment when he 
suffered a mechanical problem in the 
last 50km that saw him drop 50 seconds 
behind his main rivals as he had to take 
team-mate Michal Kwiatkowski’s bike to 
continue.

A mad chase ensued as Mikel Nieve, 
Vasil Kiryienka and Sergio Henao helped 
pace Froome back to the group, the 
three-time champion making contact 

3km before the summit of the first 
category col de Peyra Taillade just over 
30km from the finish.

The 32-year-old Briton crossed the 
line alongside most of his main rivals to 
maintain his 18 second lead over Italian 
Fabio Aru, with Romain Bardet of France 
third at 23sec.

The big loser of the day was Colombia’s 
Nairo Quintana, who was dropped on 
the Peyra Taillade climb and lost several 
minutes by the finish, dropping out of 
the overall top 10.

Meanwhile, Ireland’s Dan Martin was 
typically abrasive and launched an attack 
inside the last 12km to gain a few seconds 
on the other challengers.

The 30-year-old even snatched a place 
in the standings, moving above Froome’s 
Sky team-mate Mikel Landa into fifth, 
now 1min 12sec behind Froome -- 

Martin lost 1:15 a week 
earlier when taken out by 
a crashing Richie Porte on a 
hazardous descent and has even 
been suffering from back pain ever 
since.

Up front, Mollema was part of a 
28-man breakaway that split on the 
Peyra Taillade. A nine-man group 
formed on the descent when he went 
on a lone attack, increasing his lead to 
50sec at one point as the chase proved 
disorganised.

Finally four men emerged as 
Mollema’s pursuers but they couldn’t 
bridge the gap with Italian Ulissi 
settling for second 19sec behind the 
winner, with Gallopin third and his 
French compatriot Warren Barguil, 
the winner of Friday’s Bastille Day 
13th stage, fourth at 23sec. (AFP)

Source: ASO

B. Mollema 
(NED/Trek- Segafredo)(NED/Trek- Segafredo)

M. Kittel
(GER/Quick-Step Floors)(GER/Quick-Step Floors)

D. Ulissi
(ITA/Emirats)(ITA/Emirats)

T. Gallopin
(FRA/Lotto Soudal)(FRA/Lotto Soudal)

 P. Roglic
(SLO/Lotto NL)(SLO/Lotto NL)

W. Barguil
(FRA/Sunweb)(FRA/Sunweb)

R. Uran
(COL/Cannondale)(COL/Cannondale)

D. Martin
(IRL/Quick-Step Floors)(IRL/Quick-Step Floors)

F. Aru 
(ITA/Astana)(ITA/Astana)

R. Bardet
(FRA/AG2R)(FRA/AG2R)

C. Froome
(GBR/Sky)(GBR/Sky)
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Bahrain’s Grmay rides well
Results:
Stage 15 run between Laissac 
and Le Puy-en-Velay:
40. J Brajkovic (SLO, one hour 13 
minutes 49 seconds) 
75. O Cink (CZE, +1:46:07)
83. T Grmay (ETH, + 1:52:52
112. Y Arashiro (JPN, +2:17:42  
114. J Moreno (ESP, +2:20:27 
137. S Colbrelli (ITA, 2:32:56
141. G Bole (SLO, +2:35:37
165. B Bozic (SLO, +2:58:05) 

Bardet denies team 
missed chance
Le Puy-en-Velay, France

Romain Bardet insisted he was happy 
with his team despite missing an 

opportunity to put Tour de France 
leader Chris Froome in serious difficulty 
yesterday.

But while Froome’s Sky team-mates 
dropped back to help pace him up to the 
group ahead, Bardet’s team failed to set a 
high enough pace to distance the Briton 
once and for all.

“We knew that after the climb it 
wasn’t ideal for big attacks, so we had 
to really dig deep on the climb,” said the 
Frenchman, who is third at 23sec.

“The team really worked hard and we 
can be proud of what we did.

“I’m doing my best, it’s really tough, 
it’s the biggest race in the world.” (AFP)

Calm Landa happy to 
save Froome
Le Puy-en-Velay, France

Staying calm is what helped Chris Froome and Sky save 
the yellow jersey on a dramatic day at the Tour de France 

yesterday, his Spanish team-mate Mikel Landa said.
Froome suffered a mechanical problem 50km from the end 

of the 189.5km 15th stage from Laissac-Severac l’Eglise to Le 
Puy en Velay that saw him drop 50 seconds behind his main 
rivals at one point.

But after a mad 20km chase, he latched back onto the 
group ahead, with Landa, who had stayed alongside the other 
favourites, dropping back at the last moment to help Froome 
bridge up after Sergio Henao and Mikel Nieve had provided 
most of the chase effort.

“I just stayed in the first group, and when he was closer, I 
waited a little bit and we came back together,” said Landa, who 
dropped a place from fifth to sixth overall at the finish after a 
late attack by Dan Martin. “I was in the first group, so I always 
let them (the team) know how things were going. We stayed 
calm and saved the day very well.” (AFP)

Bahrain Merida’s Tsgabu Grmay of Ethiopia (R) rides

Stage winner 
Netherlands’ 
Bauke Mollema 
celebrates on 
the podium

Daniel Martin



Federer wins 
record 8th 
Wimbledon

London

Roger Federer won a record 
eighth Wimbledon title and 

became the tournament’s oldest 
champion yesterday with a straight-
sets victory over injury-hit Marin 
Cilic who dramatically broke down 
in tears midway through the final.

Federer claimed his 19th Grand 
Slam title 6-3, 6-1, 6-4 and at 35 is 
Wimbledon’s oldest men’s winner of 
the modern era, succeeding Arthur 
Ashe, who was almost 32 when he 
won in 1976.

However, the Swiss superstar’s 
11th Wimbledon final, and 29th at 
the majors, will also be remembered 

for the moving sight of the popular 
Cilic breaking down in tears after 
slipping 3-0 behind in the second set.

The seventh seeded Croatian, the 
2014 US Open champion, sobbed 
inconsolably and buried his head in 
his towel as his title dream slipped 
away. He had his left foot taped at 
the end of the second set but it was 
in vain as Federer became the first 
player since Bjorn Borg in 1976 to 
win Wimbledon without dropping a 
set in the entire tournament.

“He’s a hero,” Federer said of his 
opponent.

Twelve months ago, Federer was 
defeated in five sets in the semi-finals 

by Milos Raonic and promptly shut 
down his season to rest a knee injury.

“It’s disbelief I can achieve such 
heights. I wasn’t sure I would ever 
be here in another final after last 
year,” said Federer, who turns 36 in 
three weeks’ time and who has now 
broken the tie for seven Wimbledon 
titles he shared with Pete Sampras 
and William Renshaw.

“I had some tough ones in the 
finals, losing two against Novak 
(Djokovic).

“But I always believed. I kept on 
believing and dreaming I could get 
back.

“Here am I today with the eighth. 
It’s fantastic, if you keep believing 
you can go far in your life.”

Federer won his 18th Slam in 
Australia in January on his return 
to the tour before adding the Indian 
Wells and Miami Masters back-to-
back and a ninth Halle grasscourt 
title. He also skipped the entire 

claycourt season.
“I’ve got to take more time off,” 

joked Federer, playing in just his 
seventh event of the year.

“I’ll be gone again for the next six 
months! I don’t know if it will work 
as well again.”

Cilic, who had spent four and a 
half hours more than Federer getting 
to the final, said retiring with his 
injury was never an option.

“I never give up in a match. I gave 
it my best -- it’s all I can do,” said 
Cilic who was still emotional at the 
trophy presentation.

“I had an amazing journey here. 
I played the best tennis of my life. I 
really want to thank my team -- they 
gave so much strength to me.”

Beneath a star-studded Royal Box 
where Prince William and wife Kate 
rubbed shoulders with actors Hugh 
Grant and Bradley Cooper, Cilic 
had his first break point in the 
fourth game. (AFP)
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The career of the Swiss player after 
winning a record eighth Wimbledon title 

Born August 8, 1981, in Basel
1.85 m

Turned pro in 1998

ATP ranking: 5th

Right-handed, one-handed
backhand

Titles

92
1,104

8 Wimbledon
5 Australian Open
5 US Open
1 French Open

Grand Slams

Davis Cup (2014)

Photo AFP/ADRIAN DENNIS   Source: ATP 

Titles per year
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Roger Federer

85 kg
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Martina Hingis, Jamie Murray lift 
Wimbledon mixed doubles title
London

Martina Hingis clinched 
her 23th Grand Slam 

title as the Swiss star and 
Scottish partner Jamie Murray 
beat Henri Kontinen and 
Heather Watson 6-4, 6-4 in 
the Wimbledon mixed doubles 
final yesterday.

Just hours after her 
compatriot Roger Federer won 

a record eighth Wimbledon 
singles crown, Hingis made 
it a double celebration for 
Switzerland on Centre Court.

Top seeded Hingis and 
Murray, the brother of men’s 
world number one Andy, saw 
off Finland’s Kontinen and 
Britain’s Watson. 

“It’s not bad for us!” Hingis 
said of a memorable day for her 

and Federer.
“I’m really pleased I 

contacted Jamie before 
Wimbledon. I’m really happy 
how we played.

“We knew before the final 
a British player was going to 
win the mixed doubles. I’m just 
happy it was mine.”

Hingis, 36, has now amassed 
six mixed doubles Grand Slam 

titles, 12 Grand Slam women’s 
doubles crowns and also 
won five major singles titles, 
including Wimbledon in 1997.

Murray got his hands on 
the Wimbledon mixed doubles 
silverware 10 years after first 
winning it with Jelena Jankovic.

The 31-year-old also won the 
Australian and US Open men’s 
doubles titles in 2016. (AFP)

Federer (L) and Croatia’s Marin 
Cilic pose with their trophies

Switzerland’s 
Roger Federer 
holds the 
winner’s trophy

Britain’s Jamie Murray (L) and Switzerland’s 
Martina Hingis hold their winners trophies



Silverstone

Le w i s 
Hamilton 

swept to his 
fourth consecutive 

victory at the British 
Grand Prix yesterday 

to move within a single 
point of world championship 
leader Sebastian Vettel.

In a dramatic race packed 
with incident, Vettel suffered 
a late puncture and finished 
seventh for Ferrari after his 
team-mate Kimi Raikkonen 
also pitted with a similar 
problem in the closing stages.

Hamilton’s victory, a 
record-equalling fifth in his 
home event and the 57th of 
his career, rebooted his title 

challenge as he came home 
ahead of team-mate Valtteri 
Bottas, who started ninth, in a 
dominant Mercedes one-two 
finish.

“It’s a feeling I just can’t describe 
really,” said a delighted Hamilton. 
“Look at this crowd. Thank you to 
everyone who turned up. God bless 
you!

“It was incredible – I was inspired 
by all the kids who came.”

Raikkonen was third for Ferrari, 
after the Italian team had made a 
strategic gamble with their tyres, 
ahead of Max Verstappen and his 
Red Bull team-mate Daniel Ricciardo, 
who had started 19th on the grid.

Nico Hulkenberg finished sixth 
for Renault ahead of Vettel, Esteban 
Ocon and his Force India team-mate 
Sergio Perez and Felipe Massa, who 
came home 10th for Williams.

Bottas said: “I am really happy for 
this today. It was not easy, with so 
many cars to get through, but the 
team did a perfect strategy. I just kept 
my head down and we managed it.”

Raikkonen said he was disappointed 
with his misfortune, but Vettel said he 
did not blame the team. “It’s just one 
of those things,” said the German.  

Hamilton made a perfect 
getaway under heavy grey skies 
while Vettel had flames leaping 
from his Ferrari’s brake drum, a 
distraction that did nothing to stop 
Verstappen passing him for third 
on the opening lap.

The two Toro Rosso cars clashed 
at Chapel where Carlos Sainz spun 
off into retirement, having collided 
with Daniil Kvyat’s car. The 
Spaniard also made contact with 
Kevin Magnussen’s Haas. After an 
investigation, the stewards gave 
Kvyat a drive-through penalty.

This accident brought out the 
safety car for four laps before racing 
resumed with Hamilton back in 
control ahead of Raikkonen and 
Verstappen while Ricciardo 
climbed to 12th. 

Bottas was soon up to fifth with 
a set of clean passes. Vettel and 
Verstappen were scrapping on and 
off the track in a fight for third, giving 
the packed crowd several thrilling 
moments. (AFP)
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P23 Federer wins record 
8th Wimbledon

Overall standings

Ferrari

Mercedes
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154
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Mercedes
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Lewis Hamilton (GBR)

Sebastian Vettel (GER)

Lewis Hamilton (GBR)

Valtteri Bottas (FIN)

Valtteri Bottas (FIN)

1h21:27.430

Kimi Raikkonen (FIN)

at 14.063

at 36.570
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BritainBritain
Silverstone circuit

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis 
Hamilton celebrates with his trophy

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton and Mercedes’ Finnish driver 
Valtteri Bottas pose for a family photo with team members


